At a REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

At 1496 Route 300 in said Township at 7:00 p.m.

On the 25th Day of July, 2005

Roll Call

Wayne C. Booth, Supervisor



George A. Woolsey, Sr., Councilman




Derek N. Benedict, Councilman




James E. Manley, Jr., Councilman




Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Councilman
Also Present

Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town of Newburgh




James W. Osborne, Town Engineer




Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk




Jeanne M. Patterson, Deputy Town Clerk

1.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG led by Tim Logan, a reporter with the Times Herald Record
2.
MOMENT OF SILENCE

3.
ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA

two add-ons:  new 7B: POLICE DEPARTMENT: Promotion to Sergeant


new 11C: ANIMAL CONTROL:  Withdrawal from T-94 Account

4.
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS: none
5.
APPROVAL OF AUDIT

MOTION to approve the audit in the amount of $3,233,629.69, made by Mr. Piaquadio, seconded by Mr. Benedict


VOTE: Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye; Mr. Piaquadio – aye; 


Supervisor Booth – aye.  Motion approved, 5-0.

6.
PUBLIC HEARING:   Diamond Court Road District

MOTION to open Public Hearing at 7:20 p.m., made by Mr. Benedict, seconded by Mr. Manley.  

VOTE: Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye; Mr. Piaquadio – aye; 

Supervisor Booth – aye.  Motion approved, 5-0.
Supervisor Booth asked the Town Clerk if all legal requirements for conducting this Public Hearing had been met.  Mr. Zarutskie informed the Board that a meeting notice had been posted in the lobby of Town Hall since July 6; a legal advertisement appeared in The Sentinel on July 8, and in The Mid Hudson Times on July 13.  

Anthony J. Coppolla, who resides on Diamond Court, spoke.  He displayed a subdivision map of Diamond Court.  Diamond Court is now a private road.  They are seeking to establish a road district, which will be an avenue for funding to bring the road up to specifications so that it can eventually be dedicated to the Town. By forming a road district they can float a bond.  Mr. Coppolla underscored that this will be paid for solely by residents of Diamond Court. They have been working on this for years, reported Mr. Coppolla, and in fact a public hearing was held on this matter on August 4, 2001.  There were many delays throughout the years as the legalities were worked out.  He said the biggest delay was caused by the proposed title to Diamond Court not being in a format acceptable to the town.  Now, that has been worked out and we are ready to proceed to the next step.  Supervisor Booth noted that a lot more will have to be done before Diamond Court becomes a Town road.  After it is brought up to specifications, at least one more hearing will have to be held.   Two other residents of Diamond Court, Joyce Gibbons and Bob Chivattoni, spoke in favor of the proposal.  Patricia Williams, a resident of Meadow Hill, spoke in opposition.  She said that this is a way for the Town Board to circumvent the law.  She said that the Town is in the public road business, not the private road business, and that too much time and taxpayer dollars are spent maintaining private roads.  Supervisor Booth stated that her information is in error; Diamond Court has never been maintained in any way by the Town. Highway Superintendent Darrell Benedict 
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verified this.   Supervisor Booth stated that Greenshire Way is another road which was improved in this same manner. Supervisor Booth stated that no vote would be taken tonight.

MOTION to close the public hearing made at 7:50 p.m. by Mr. Woolsey, seconded by Mr. Benedict.

VOTE: Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye; Mr. Piaquadio – aye; 

Supervisor Booth – aye.  Motion approved, 5-0.
7.
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  
A. Hiring of New Police Officer
MOTION made to hire Mr. Mark W. Ellingson as a “non-certified” police officer, at a 

pay rate of $39,236, as per the PBA contract, pending certification by the Orange County 

Civil Service Department.  The starting date will be August 18, 2005. Motion made by Mr. 
Benedict, and seconded by Mr. Manley.

Charles Kehoe, Chief of Police, informed the Board that Mr. Ellingson has passed a 

complete background check. He further informed the Board that Mr. Ellingson will begin attending the police academy in late August.
VOTE: Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye; Mr. Piaquadio – aye; 

Supervisor Booth – aye.  Motion approved, 5-0.

B. Promotion to Sergeant
Supervisor Booth announced that, at the conclusion of the Special Board meeting held just prior to this one, the Board voted to promote Theodore Brucato to the rank of sergeant with our Police Department.  Sgt. Brucato was present and accepted the applause of all.
8.
RECORDS MANAGEMENT:  Consulting Proposal


Supervisor Booth presented to the Board a proposed service agreement from Gallego Information Services of Buffalo, New York.  This firm was recommended to us by Shingebiss Associates, the Town’s official grant consultants.  The proposal is for the necessary preparatory work leading up to grants for records management.  The representatives from Gallego visited Town Hall several weeks ago, accompanied by Glen Gidaly of Shingebiss.  They interviewed Andrew Zarutskie, who as Town Clerk is the official Records Management Officer under State law, and Katherine Otis, Records Management Clerk.  They also interviewed other department heads.  Their conclusion is that we may well be eligible for grants for records management totaling up to $150,000, but preliminary work would have to be done first.  This proposal is for that preliminary work, for which there is a fee of $6800.

MOTION to accept the Gallego Information Services service agreement, as per the recommendation of Shingebiss Associates, at a cost not to exceed $6800, made by Mr. Piaquadio, seconded by Mr. Manley.
VOTE: Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye; Mr. Piaquadio – aye; 

Supervisor Booth – aye.  Motion approved, 5-0.
9.
PLANNING BOARD:   Landscaping Bond for Lands of Ghikas on Highland Ave.

Supervisor Booth withdrew this item from the agenda, at the request of the applicant.

10.
HIGHWAY:

A.   Harvey Way and Huff Road Dedication
Darrell Benedict, Highway Superintendent, reported to the Board that all of the items which needed correction for the road dedication of Harvey Way and Huff Road have been complied with and the Board may now proceed with the dedication. Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town, recommended that two separate motions be made.

MOTION to approve the Consent of the Town Board to the Dedication of Harvey Way,  made by Mr. Piaquadio, seconded by Mr. Benedict.
VOTE: Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye; Mr. Piaquadio – aye; 

Supervisor Booth – aye.  Motion approved, 5-0.
MOTION to approve the Consent of the Town Board to the Dedication of Huff Road, made by Mr. Piaquadio, seconded by Mr. Benedict.
VOTE: Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye; Mr. Piaquadio – aye; 

Supervisor Booth – aye.  Motion approved, 5-0.
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B. Cold Milling Machine:  Acceptance of Bid
A bid opening was held on July 19 for a cold milling machine. Darrell Benedict, Highway Superintendent, asked that the bid submitted by Costello Industries, of Newington, CT, be accepted.  Their bid, of $3,795 for an 8-hour day, plus a $1,410 mobilization fee and a fee of $725 per move, is apparently the low bidder of the three bids submitted.  Councilman Manley noted that the mobilization fee and per move fee are higher than the other bidders.  Doesn’t this make the entire bid package higher?  Mr. Benedict explained what these fees are and said that Costello is still the lowest.  Councilman Woolsey said that next year steps will be taken to make the bid specifications clearer, easier to understand, and consistent.
MOTION to accept the bid submitted by Costello Industries for the cold milling machine, motion made by Mr. Piaquadio, second by Mr. Manley.

VOTE: Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye; Mr. Piaquadio – aye; 

Supervisor Booth – aye.  Motion approved, 5-0.
11.
ANIMAL CONTROL:


A.   T-93 Withdrawal for Feline Vaccines
Mary Meyer, Animal Control Supervisor, asked the Board for permission to expend $959.04 from the T-93 account for veterinarian expenses, 50 cat vaccines, and one box of 30 feline leukemia/aids test kits.  This would be for the months of May and June 2005. Supervisor Booth pointed out that this expenditure would bring the remaining balance of the T-93 account to $3,232.96.

MOTION: to approve the expenditure of $959.04 from the T-93 account, made by Mr. Piaquadio, seconded by Mr. Benedict.

VOTE:  Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye;  Mr. Piaquadio – aye; Supervisor Booth – aye.   Motion approved, 5-0.
B.   Hiring of New Part Time Employee


Mary Meyer also requested that Tracey J. Carvel be approved by the Town Board for employment with the Animal Control Department as a part-time Animal Control Officer.  The rate of pay is $10.00 per hour.  The position was approved in the 2005 budget and will be for 20 hours a week until the end of 2005.  Roseanne Smith advised Mary that the background check has been completed. Councilman Woolsey asked why all the paperwork was not submitted by Roseanne Smith; Supervisor Booth replied that it was and is available for Council members in his office.

MOTION to hire Tracey J. Carvel at the terms outlined above, with a starting date of July 28, pending completion of all necessary paperwork.  Motion made by Mr. Piaquadio, seconded by Mr. Benedict.

VOTE:  Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye;  Mr. Piaquadio – aye; Supervisor Booth – aye.   Motion approved, 5-0.


C.    T-94 Withdrawal for Emergency Canine Eye Surgery

This is an add on, added to the agenda at Mary Meyer’s request.  Foxy the Dog needed emergency surgery to remove an eye on July 21.  The cost of the surgery is $250.   This expenditure would bring the balance of the T-94 account to $32,385.64.


MOTION to approve the expenditure of $250 from the T-94 account, made by Mr. Manley, seconded by Mr. Woolsey.

VOTE:  Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye;  Mr. Piaquadio – aye; Supervisor Booth – aye.   Motion approved, 5-0.
12.
SEWER:   Manhole Riser Rings Purchase


Mark Spikes, Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator, is asking the Board to approve the purchase of 76 riser rings from Vellano Brothers, Inc., of Wappingers Falls, at a price of $6,466.93.  At the July 13 audit/workshop meeting, the Board had approved the purchase from a different firm at a lower price, but it turned out that firm could not supply them. Vellano Brothers is the lowest of three written price quotes obtained by Mr. Spikes.

MOTION to approve the purchase of 76 riser rings from Vellano Brothers, Inc., of Wappingers Falls, at a price not to exceed $6,446.93, made by Mr. Woolsey, seconded by Mr. Piaquadio.
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VOTE:  Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye;  Mr. Piaquadio – aye; Supervisor Booth – aye.   Motion approved, 5-0.
13.
ENGINEERING:


A.   Grand Avenue Culvert Bids

James Osborne, Town Engineer, reported that all three bids received for the Grand Avenue Culvert Project were over budget.  He recommends the Board reject them all and rebid.  He will alter the specs to make them more realistic in regard to the budget (i.e. allow the use of aluminum instead of galvanized steel).  He also would like to set up a stringent advertising schedule tonight so that we can go to contract before the fall.


MOTION to reject all the bids opened on June 22 for the Grand Avenue Culvert Project, made by Mr. Piaquadio, second by Mr. Manley.

VOTE:  Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye;  Mr. Piaquadio – aye; Supervisor Booth – aye.   Motion approved, 5-0.

MOTION to adopt a schedule for re-biding the Grand Avenue culvert project, with advertising on Aug. 2-3, bid opening on Aug. 24, awarding the contract on Aug. 29, and signing the contract on September 9.  Made by Mr. Benedict, seconded by Mr. Piaquadio.

VOTE:  Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye;  Mr. Piaquadio – aye; Supervisor Booth – aye.   Motion approved, 5-0.
           B.   High Density Shelving Award


Andrew Zarutskie, Town Clerk, commended Mr. Osborne on the fantastic job he did formulating the specs on this bid.  We received seven bids; each submitted an alternative A and alternative B.  The big difference between the two was that the shelves are higher and longer in alternative B.  As it turned out the lowest bidder in both categories was Mobile Media Storage Solutions, of Pine Bush.  The company comes highly recommended by our architect and others who have done business with them.  Mr. Zarutskie noted that their bid for alternative B is lower than the second lowest bid for alternative A.  Accordingly, Mr. Osborne recommends we go with Mobile Media Storage Solutions, alternative B.


MOTION to accept the bid of Mobile Media Storage Solutions, of Pine Bush, New York, to supply and install the high density shelving for the Town Clerk’s office, at a cost not to exceed $16,068.38, made by Mr. Piaquadio, seconded by Mr. Manley.

VOTE:  Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye;  Mr. Piaquadio – aye; Supervisor Booth – aye.   Motion approved, 5-0.

14.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town, was looking for some guidance as Saccardi & Schiff moves closer to completing the final version of the Comprehensive Plan, prior to submission to the public.  The Fletcher Drive-June Road-Dene Road section of Town is currently zoned R-3, but prior guidance from the Board suggests changing it to R-1.  Is the Board sure it wishes to do this?  Three members of the Board – Mr. Woolsey, Mr. Piaquadio and Mr. Manley -- said they do.
15.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS

Andrew Zarutskie, Town Clerk, thanked everyone for coming, and noted that the next public Board meetings will be Aug. 22 and 29.  The only audit/workshop meeting in August will be Aug. 10. After Labor Day, the Board goes off its special summer schedule and resumes its regular schedule of public meetings the first and third Mondays of every month, with the audit/workshop meeting each preceding Wednesday.

16.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ellenjane Gonyea / Colden Park


Wants to know status of Code Compliance visits to Meadow Winds.  Councilman Manley said he spoke to Mr. Canfield about this and will get back to her with status.
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Charles Christolon / Meadow Hill South


Complaints about “no left turn” off of Route 300 onto Union Avenue.  Says first sign indicates left turn is permissible, but second sign says it is not.  Also suggests the stop sign by Gardnertown Church be removed and relocated at this “Y” intersection.  Supervisor Booth said that putting up new stop signs is one thing, but removing them is something else.  If the Town removes an existing stop sign, and there is a subsequent accident, the Town is liable.   Councilman Piaquadio said they should make Union Ave. from the church to the “Y” intersection one way.  It would inconvenience the people who live on that stretch but it would be worth it because motorists on Route 300 would confront huge “Do Not Enter” signs.


Mr. Christolon also complained about the weeds at the Meadow Hill Road exit of Newburgh Mall, which obscure the view.  


Elizabeth Greene / Receiver of Taxes


Mrs. Greene uses Union Avenue every day and thinks it would be a mistake to remove any stop signs from the intersection by Gardnertown Church.  Councilman Woolsey reiterated that such removal would open the Town to law suit.


Jeannette Tully / Meadow Hill North


Also complains about weeds at entrance to Newburgh Mall.  Supervisor Booth said that the weeds are on private property and it is the responsibility of the mall management to remove them.  Mrs. Tully said she spoke to the management at the mall and they contend the opposite.

Patricia Williams / Meadow Hill South


Objects to the Town hiring consultants.  They are a waste of money and accomplish nothing.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION made to adjourn meeting at 9:16 p.m., made by Mr. Piaquadio, seconded by Mr. Manley.
VOTE:  Mr. Woolsey – aye; Mr. Benedict – aye; Mr. Manley – aye;  Mr. Piaquadio – aye; Supervisor Booth – aye.   Motion approved, 5-0.


Meeting adjourned, 9:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk
