AT A WORKSHOP MEETING

                                       of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 p.m.

on Wednesday the 28th day of December, 2016
 Present

Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Supervisor 



Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman






James E. Presutti, Councilman

Scott M. Manley, Councilman

Absent


Paul I. Ruggiero, Councilman
Also Present

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk



Jeanne M. Patterson, Deputy Town Clerk




Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town




James Osborne, Town Engineer

      Meeting called to order at 7:12 p.m.
1. ROLL CALL

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

The pledge was led by Molly Carhart, Sole Assessor for the Town.
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE

4. CHANGES TO AGENDA

There were no changes to the agenda.

5. APPROVAL OF AUDIT

A motion was made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Manley, to approve the audit as presented in the amount of $1,294,410.36.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

6. POLICE:

Supervisor Piaquadio announced that a special meeting was held beginning at 5:00 p.m. today to interview police officers with the intent to find candidates to promote to the ranks of Lieutenant and Sergeant.  As required by state law, the Town’s official publications were notified more than 24 hours in advance of this special meeting.  Because confidential personnel matters were discussed, the special meeting was not open to the public.  As a result of these interviews, the Town Board is now prepared to promote three of our police officers.

A. Lieutenant
MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to promote Robert DeSaye to the rank of Lieutenant in the Town of Newburgh Police Department, with an effective date of December 29, 2016, and a salary in accordance with the PBA contract.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

B. Sergeant

MOTION made by Councilman Presutti, seconded by Councilwoman Greene, to promote William McClean to the rank of Sergeant in the Town of Newburgh Police Department, with an effective date of December 29, 2016, and a salary in accordance with the PBA contract.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
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MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilwoman Greene, to promote Dennis Carpenter to the rank of Sergeant in the Town of Newburgh Police Department, with an effective date of December 29, 2016, and a salary in accordance with the PBA contract.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

Supervisor Piaquadio announced that our three new officers will be sworn in privately tomorrow morning by Town Clerk Zarutskie so that they can begin their new pay rates as of December 29.  They will be ceremonially sworn in again at the Reorganization Meeting, January 9th, for the benefit of family, friends and the news media.
C. Part Time Police Officer
MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Manley, to hire Anthony Zebrowski as a part-time Police Officer effective January 5, 2017, at a pay rate of $25.00 per hour, as per the request of Police Chief Donald B. Campbell.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

7. PERSONNEL:  Creation of 2 Part Time Building Inspector III Positions

MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to create the positions of two temporary (one year) part time Building Inspector III positions plus one part time clerk, to fulfill the program requirements as submitted to the Local Initiatives Support Corporation for the “Zombie” and Vacant Properties Remediation and Prevention Initiative.  Funds for these temporary (one year part time positions) will be available from the approved Grant allocations.  This motion is being made at the request of Gerald Canfield, Code Compliance Supervisor.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

8. ASSESSOR:  

A. Discussion on Senior Citizen Exemption
Molly Carhart, Sole Assessor for the Town of Newburgh, came before the board.  She distributed a memo from the New York State Legislative Information System outlining changes recently made in handling senior citizen tax exemptions.  Molly said that she always acts in benefit of seniors and always gives them the benefit of the doubt.  Her recommendation is that, despite this change in state laws, that we in the Town of Newburgh do not change the rules.  The Board agreed. 

B. Certiorari Case
MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to accept the certiorari settlement submitted by Jones, Hacker, Murphy LLP in relation to the matter of 27 condominiums in Barclay Manor, and to authorize Jones, Hacker, Murphy to enter into this settlement. 

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

9. ENGINEERING:

A. Release of Landscape Security for 300 Realty

MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to release the landscaping security bond for 128 Old South Plank Road.
VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
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B. Reposting of Security for 300 Realty

MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilwoman Greene, to repost the security for 300 Realty (128 Old South Plank Road).

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

C. Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation GHD

James W. Osborne, Town Engineer, submitted a memo stating that the Preliminary Plans and Specifications for the rehabilitation work for the Meadow Hill South sewer district have been submitted.  This work will consist of manhole rehabilitation, joint sealing, sewer lining, sewer replacement and lateral joint sealing.  Town Board action will be required to fund the work and to approve a bid schedule.  In order to take advantage of the Sewer District Consolidation which comes into effect on January 1, the necessary budget transfers are being withheld until 2017.  Mr. Osborne intends to utilize some of the funds in the 0400 accounts combined with the Consolidated Capital Reserve account.  A resolution from Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town, authorizing the use of the capital reserve account will be required.  A recommended bid schedule will be submitted at the same time as the budget transfer recommendation.  A copy of the plan is available in the Town Engineer’s office for the Town Board’s review.

D. Rockwood Drainage District

Town Engineer James Osborne recommends that we put off this item until 2017.

E. Tarben (Tarsio) Drainage District

MOTION made by Councilman Presutti, seconded by Councilman Manley, to schedule a public hearing on the topic of the Tarben (Tarsio) Drainage District for 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 27, at Town Hall.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

F. Capital Projects

Town Engineer James Osborne submitted a list to the Town Board of capital projects based on work already in progress and identified critical needs for the water and sewer systems.

G. Consolidated Water & Crossroads Budget & Cash Transfers

MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilwoman Greene, to transfer $100,000 from the Interfund Transfer (Water) #040-9902-0900 to Water System Mapping (account number to be determined).

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to transfer $100,000 from the Interfund Transfer (Sewer) #050-9902-0900-5010 to Sewer System Mapping (account number to be determined).

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
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10. ACCOUNTING (Budget Transfers):

A. Sewer Equipment

Jams W. Osborne, Town Engineer, has notified the Town Board in a memo that included in the 2016 budget for the Sewer Department were funds to purchase a new Jet Trailer for maintenance of the sewer collection system.  Mr. Osborne said that he is in the process of reviewing specifications for the purchase of this equipment and anticipates that the purchase will occur in the first fiscal quarter of 2017.  To prepare the budget for this purchase, he is requesting the following budget transfers:

From –Equipment


To – Transfers


Amount
8130.0200.5001


9902.0900.5001

$ 1,392.00

8130.0200.5003


9902.0900.5003

 10,608.00

8130.0200.5004


9902.0900.5004

   5,039.00

8130.0200.5005


9902.0900.5005

      621.00

8130.0200.5006


9902.0900.5006

   4,107.00

8130.0200.5007


9902.0900.5007

   3,087.00

8130.0200.5008


9902.0900.5008

      980.00

8130.0200.5009


9902.0900.5009

      947.00
8130.0200.5010


9902.0900.5010

 58,219.00







TOTAL:          $85,000.00

In addition, Mr. Osborne requests the corresponding cash transfers from the various sewer districts to the Capital Project:



From:
9902.0900.5001-5010 (Transfers)



To:
070-0070-2801-7092 (Sewer Equipment Capital Account)



Amount:  $85,000.00

MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Manley, to transfer all of the funds as requested by Town Engineer Osborne as detailed above.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

B. Capital Projects

Ronald Clum, Town Accountant, has informed the Board that the accounting software currently used by the Town is no longer able to run on the Town’s new servers. In addition, the VVS system currently used has been bought out by Springbrook, which was subsequently sold to Accella.  Initial inquires in accounting systems have revealed that the cost will be anywhere from $60,000 to $100,000.  In order to plan for this expenditure Mr. Clum is suggesting that a General Fund Capital Project be established and an initial deposit of $40,000 be made into it.  

MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Manley, to establish the General Fund—Capital Project—Accounting Software, with a new project number of 9091.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to transfer $20,000 from contingency to Interfund Transfers.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to transfer $40,000 from the General Fund to the Capital Project—Accounting Software.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

C. Chadwick Reservoir Study

MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Manley, to transfer $34,000 from the Interfund Transfer account  #040-9902-0900 to the Chadwick Reservoir Study #6076.0200.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
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D. Budget Transfers for Appropriation Lines

In a memo to the Town Board, Ronald Clum, Town Accountant, notes that a few appropriation lines went over budget with year-end adjustments being made.  To correct this, he requests the following budget transfers:

From Account




To Account


Amount
001.1621.0481 B & G—Old Town Hall   

001.1680.0497 Central EDP
$1,200.00

001.1622.0481 B & G—PSB Utilities       

001.1626.0497 Central B & G








Main Contracts

$4,500.00

001.3010.0496 PS Admin— Maint Contracts               001.3010.0480 PS Admin –








Telephone                          $4,500.00

001.3620.0472 Safety Insp-Consult Fees

001.3620.0499 Safety Insp-Other    $   300.00
001.8010.0190 Zoning Bd—Other  Pers Serv              001.8010.0498 Zoning Bd— 
Legal Notices                     $   550.00

001.1990.0499 Contingency Account                           001.8010.0401 Zoning Bd—








 Town Attorney                   $3,000.00

MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Manley, to transfer the funds as requested by Town Accountant Ronald Clum and as detailed above.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

E. Budget Increase for Recreation Purchase

On November 21, the Board approved a budget increase of $10,000 for the unanticipated donation for playground equipment.  This amount was in error and should have been $14,000.  Accordingly, the Town Accountant, Ronald Clum, is now asking for an additional $4,000 to bring the total amount to $14,000.

MOTION to approve a budget transfer from account 001.0001.2770 (Miscellaneous Revenues) to account 001.7310.0200 (Equipment—Parks and Recreation) in the amount of $4,000.  The motion was made by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman Manley.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

F. Close Out of Four Capital Projects

Ronald Clum, the Town Accountant, has been advised by the Town Engineer, James Osborne, that certain projects can now be considered closed.  When a project is closed, the associated cash balances should be moved back to the funding source and the project is closed.

MOTION made by Councilman Presutti, seconded by Councilwoman Greene, to transfer the funds out of the following Capital Projects in the amounts specified and that each of these projects now be considered closed.  All of the funds from all four projects will go into the Interfund Revenues account:

Water—Greensand #6074

$361,200.96

Water—Chadwick Roof #6075
$       537.47

Sewer—Gidney #7075

$191,221.16

Sewer---Wintergreen $7081

$  20,340.15

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

G. Roseton Hills Budget Adoption (2016)

Ronald Clum, Town Accountant, points out that the Town purchased the Roseton Hills sewer plant in 2016.  Purchasing the property was not anticipated when the budget was put together for the year.  Accordingly, we will need to establish the 2016 budget before year end for these unanticipated revenues and expenditures.

Mr. Clum recommends approving the following budget addition:

Expenditure Name


Account Number

Amount
Unallocated Insurance

050.1910.0499.5020

$ 2,000.00

Telephone



050.8130.0480.5020

$    500.00

Treatment & Disposal


050.8130.0499.5020

$16,000.00
Consultant Fees


050.8130.0472.5020

$  1,300.00

Utilities




050.8130.0481.5020

$  5,400.00








TOTAL$25,200.00

Revenue Name


Account Number

Amount

Assessments



050.0050.1030.5020

$25,200.00









TOTAL$25,200.00
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MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilwoman Greene, to establish a 2016 budget for Roseton Hills Sewer Plant, as requested by Town Accountant Ronald Clum and as detailed above.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

11. HIRING OF MEDIATOR

MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Manley, to hire Mark William Blanchard, Esq., of White Plains, New York as a mediator for the Town, at a rate of $300.00 per hour, not to exceed a cap of $7,000.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

12. NEW WINDSOR WATER AGREEMENT

Supervisor Piaquadio said we are still working on the water agreement and it should be ready soon.
13. BOARD OF ELECTIONS:  Chargeback for four elections in 2016

As has become standard procedure, the Orange County Board of Elections has billed the Town of Newburgh to pay the expenses of all public elections held this year.  There was a Presidential Primary in April, a Congressional Primary in June, and a State Legislature Primary in September.  All this was followed by the General Election in November.  The total we are being billed for all this is $27,188.01.  This amount is one third the election expenses in the Town of Newburgh this year. County Executive Steven Neuhaus has lowered our “chargeback” by a third every year, and he has promised that this is the last time the Towns will be financially responsible for elections at all. Beginning next year the County will assume all the costs.  As is also standard procedure, the Board of Elections states in the cover letter of the bill that if the Town chooses not to pay it, it will be levied on our 2018 tax rolls.  The funds for this “chargeback” are in the Elections Budget.
MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Manley, to pay the $27,188.01 “chargeback” to the Orange County Board of Elections for the three primaries and one general election in 2016.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

14. CODE COMPLIANCE:  Road Name  (Ava Lane)

Ken Lytle, of ZEN Design Consultants, Inc., has requested a road name for the Peak Summit Lot Subdivision off of Fostertown Road.  Gerald Canfield, Code Compliance Supervisor, has vetted the road name suggestions submitted by Mr. Lytle and recommends that the Board approve Ava Lane.  The location is defined as Section 17, Block 1, Lot 4.2.  It is in the Cronomer Valley Fire District and Enlarged Newburgh City School District.  It is in Election District #17.
MOTION made by Councilman Presutti, seconded by Councilman Manley, to adopt the name Ava Lane.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

15. POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A. Highway Personnel

B. Creation of Sick Bank

MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to go into executive session to discuss the above topics, made at 7:58 p.m.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

Executive session began at 7:58 p.m.
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MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to end executive session at 8:24 p.m.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

Executive session ended at 8:24 p.m.

Supervisor Piaquadio announced that no actions were taken during the executive session but action is anticipated now.
MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to approve a sick bank on behalf of Sal Marcantonio.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

Supervisor Piaquadio announced that during the executive session it was determined that the Town agrees with several items, more specifically, the “operation of equipment” grievance dated September 7, 2016 and “dispatch” grievance dated August 4, 2016.  The CSEA will, in writing to the PERB (Public Employees Relations Board) with a copy to Supervisor Piaquadio, withdraw these grievances and related demands and amended demands for arbitration.  As part of the resolution, the CSEA will notify PERB in writing, again with a copy to Supervisor Piaquadio, of the desire of the parties to consolidate the now pending three grievances/demands for arbitration of Jarron Davis, William Stohner and Frank Maher.
MOTION made by Councilman Manley, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to retain the three employees on the Town Payroll (Jarron Davis, William Stohner and Frank Maher) at CSEA laborer rates until March 31, 2017, in accordance with the above agreement finalized between CSEA and Labor Attorney Elayne Gold on December 29, 2016.
VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

16. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Presutti, to adjourn meeting at 8:37 p.m.

VOTE:  Councilwoman Greene—yes; Councilman Ruggiero—absent; Councilman Presutti—yes; Councilman Manley—yes; Supervisor Piaquadio—yes.

MOTION approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk
