AT A SPECIAL MEETING

                                       of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:30 p.m.

on Monday the 19th day of December, 2016

 Present

Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Supervisor 



Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman







Paul I. Ruggiero, Councilman 
James E. Presutti, Councilman

Scott M. Manley, Councilman

Also Present

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk




Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town

      Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Supervisor Piaquadio announced that the sole purpose of this special meeting is to conduct a Public Hearing on a proposed new local law to amend Chapter 170 of the local laws, entitled “Towing”.

Supervisor Piaquadio asked Town Clerk Zarutskie if the necessary steps have been taken in order to comply with New York State law relative to conducting a public hearing.   Mr. Zarutskie replied that official notice of this public hearing has been posted both on the Town Hall Bulletin Board and on the Town’s official web site since Monday, December 5.  A legal ad regarding this public hearing appeared in The Mid Hudson Times on Wednesday, December 7 and in The Sentinel on Friday, December 9.  These actions fulfill the legal requirements to conduct a public hearing in New York State.

MOTION was made by Councilman Manley to open the Public Hearing at 7:30 p.m.  The Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.  

VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes.

Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

Supervisor Piaquadio asked if any member of the public wishes to comment or ask questions and a number of people approached the microphone.  Patrick Turpui of 20th Century Towing is opposed to the proposed law.  He said it is not fair to tow truck operators.  He said he knows as a fact that the Courts will strike down this new law.  He has been through it before and wants to warn the town board that this is what is going to happen.  Brandon Osman identified himself as an attorney who is representing tow truck operators.  He said that the Town should form a committee consisting of Town officials, police and vendors (i.e. tow truck operators) to hash out all of these issues before doing anything.  John Cohen of John’s Repair Shop said he is new to towing and feels he is being penalized for what old timers have done even before he got into the business.  Michael Glass of Fostertown Road is on the side of the town truck operators.  Donald Greene, a fire commissioner with Cronomer Valley, said that very often the fire company is at the scene of accidents that require a tow truck and accordingly they should be regulated because victims often are in no condition to negotiate with tow truck operators.  Jim Turner of Lakeside Road expressed solidarity with tow truck operators.  Al Padina of Express Towing wants to know what happened to his application.
Supervisor Piaquadio explained that all this proposed new law does is increase the fees.  Nothing more.  It has nothing to do with other towing issues.
MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to close the Public Hearing at 8:03 p.m.  The Motion was seconded by Councilman Manley.  

VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes.

Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to adopt the resolution entitled: “Resolution of 
SEQRA Designation and Determination:  Adoption of a Proposed Local La Amending Chapter 170 Entitled ‘Towing’ of the Code of the Town of Newburgh”.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Manley.

VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes.

Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero entitled: Resolution of Adoption of Local Law No. 3 of 2016 Amending Chapter 170 entitled “Towing” of the Town of Newburgh Municipal Code.  The Motion was seconded by Councilman Presutti.  

VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes.

Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

Local Law No. 3 of 2016 was declared adopted.

MOTION to adjourn made at 8:07 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Presutti.

VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes.

Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk

