
 AT THE WORKSHOP MEETING

of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held



at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 p.m.

on Monday, the 23th of November, 2020
Present                                Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Supervisor  
                                                      Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman    
                                                      Paul I. Ruggiero, Councilman (remote)
                                              Scott M. Manley, Councilman (remote)

                                              Anthony R. LoBiondo, Councilman (remote)
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Also Present                          Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town (remote)




Joseph P. Pedi, Town Clerk
Meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m. 

1. ROLL CALL

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE

4. CHANGES TO AGENDA

     No changes
5. APPROVAL OF AUDIT
     MOTION was made by Councilwoman Ruggiero to approve the audit in the   

     amount of $2,862,804.81. The motion was seconded by Councilman Manley.
     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – abstain; Councilman Ruggiero – yes;  
     Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo - absent; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

     Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.
6. ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: Budget Transfer for Crossroads Sewer District
     The Town Engineering Department requests approval to transfer $230,000 from

     Account G5010.9902.5900 Interfund Transfer to Account G5010.8130.5456

     Contracted Treatment Services. This transfer is required to accommodate the increased

     charges from the City of Newburgh for treatment and disposal of sewage from the
     Crossroads Consolidated Sewer District.

     MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the budget transfer of $230,000 from

     Account G5010.9902.5900 Interfund Transfer to Account G5010.8130.5456

     Contracted Treatment Services. This transfer is required to accommodate the increased

     charges from the City of Newburgh for treatment and disposal of sewage from the

     Crossroads Consolidated Sewer District. Motion seconded by Councilman Manley.

     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes;  
     Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo - yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

     Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.
7. ANIMAL CONTROL: T-94 Withdrawal

     Cheryl Cunningham of Animal Control requests authorization to use the T-94 

     account to pay for veterinarian services from The Animal Rights Alliance (TARA)

     for a total of $287.00 of which $130.00 were for feline services and $157.00 were 

     for canine services.
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     MOTION made by Councilman LoBiondo to authorize the use of the T-94 

     to pay for veterinarian services from The Animal Rights Alliance (TARA)

     for a total of $287.00 of which $130.00 were for feline services and $157.00 were 

     for canine services. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Ruggiero.

     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes;  
     Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo - yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

     Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

8. HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Promotion to MEO Position
     Highway Superintendent Mark Hall requests approval to promote Frank Maher from 
     a Machine Equipment Operator (MEO) 1A to a MEO position as appropriated in

     the 2020 budget with a start date of November 30, 2020. The salary will be

     increased per the CSEA contract.

     MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the promotion of Frank Maher from 

     a Machine Equipment Operator (MEO) 1A to a MEO position as appropriated in

     the 2020 budget with a start date of November 30, 2020. The salary will be

     increased per the CSEA contract. Motion seconded by Councilman LoBiondo.

     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes;  
     Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo - yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

     Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

9. LABOR ATTORNEY AGREEMENT for 2021: Roemer, Wallens, Gold and Mineaux
     Town Supervisor Piaquadio requests approval to accept a retainer agreement between

      the Town of Newburgh and Roemer, Wallens, Gold and Mineaux LLC for the

      period of January 1, 2021 to December 2021. The retainer agreement rate will be

      $3,400 per month. The hourly rates will be $260.00 for Partner and Senior Associate

      Attorney, $215.00 for an Associate Attorney and $150.00 for a Paralegal.

      MOTION made by Councilman Manley to accept the retainer agreement between

      the Town of Newburgh and Roemer, Wallens, Gold and Mineaux LLC for the

      period of January 1, 2021 to December 2021. The retainer agreement rate will be

      $3,400 per month. The hourly rates will be $260.00 for Partner and Senior Associate

      Attorney, $215.00 for an Associate Attorney and $150.00 for a Paralegal.

      Motion seconded by Councilman Ruggiero.

      VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes;  
      Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo - yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

      Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

10. TAX CERTIORARI SETTLEMENT: AMAR, LLC

         Attorney for the Town Mark Taylor presented a letter from Cathy Drobny,

        Esquire of E. Stewart Jones, Hacker Murphy regarding the proposed settlement 

        of tax certiorari for a parcel located at 5 Jeanne Drive owned by AMAR, LLC. 
        The settlement provides for a reduction in the Assessed Value for 2019 of $81,800 from 
        $1,080,000 to $998,200 and a reduction of $181,500 in Assessed Value for 2020 from 
        $1,080,000 to $898,500. The combined refund liability for the Town will be approximately 

        $1,239.07 for 2019 and $2,749.29 for 2020

        MOTION made by Councilman Manley to accept the proposed settlement of tax certiorari 
        for AMAR, LLC located 5 Jeanne Drive. Motion seconded by Councilman Ruggiero.

        VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – abstain; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

        Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

        Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
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11. ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT: Budget Transfers

       Town Accountant Ronald Clum requests approval on the following budget transfers:
· transfer $20,000 from Account A.1990.5499 Contingency Account to 

Account A.1420.5403 Litigation/Defense

· transfer $8,900 from Account A.1990.5499 Contingency Account to 

Account A.1440.5100 Engineer-Personal Services
· transfer $25,000 from Account A.1990.5499 Contingency Account to 

Account A.1675.5499 Central Mailing

· transfer $10,000 from Account G5010.8130.5401 to Account G5010.8110.5490

· transfer $25,000 from Account G5010.8130.5457 to Account G5010.8110.5490

· transfer $37,000 from Account G5010.8130.5458 to Account G5010.8110.5490

· transfer $5,000 from Account G5010.1964.5499 to Account G5010.8110.5490

       MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to approve the listed budget transfers.

       Motion seconded by Councilman LoBiondo.
       VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

       Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

       Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.    

12. PROPERTY PURCHASE REQUEST: Anchor Drive

       Town Supervisor requests Town Board opinions on the possibility of

       selling a strip of Town owned land to a Town resident whose home borders

       the Town owned strip of land on Anchor Drive. 

· Councilwoman Greene opposed selling the strip of Town owned land on Anchor Drive
· Councilman Ruggiero opposed selling the strip of Town owned land on Anchor Drive.

· Councilman Manley opposed selling the strip of Town owned land on Anchor Drive.

· Councilman LoBiondo opposed selling the strip of Town owned land on Anchor Drive.

· Town Supervisor Piaquadio opposed selling the strip of Town owned land on Anchor Drive.
13. PROCLAMATION: Small Business Saturday

       Town Supervisor Piaquadio requests approval to proclaim November 28, 2020
       as Small Business Saturday in the Town of Newburgh. 

       MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to proclaim November 28, 2020 as

       Small Business Saturday in the Town of Newburgh.

       Motion seconded by Councilman LoBiondo.
       VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

       Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

       Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.    
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14. RECREATION DEPARTMENT: Approval to Hire Part Time Laborer
       Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Conservation James Presutti requests
       approval to hire Gilbert Piaquadio Jr. as a part time laborer starting on or

       after December 7, 2020 at an hourly salary of $12.50. Mr. Piaquadio will replace

       Mr. Zuniga who resigned earlier this year. The applicant’s hiring is contingent on

       the completion of fingerprinting, paperwork, alcohol/drug testing and physical.

       MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the hire of Gilbert Piaquadio Jr. 

       as a part time laborer starting on or after December 7, 2020 at an hourly salary 

       of $12.50. Motion seconded by Councilman Ruggiero.
       VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

       Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – abstain. 

       Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    

15. ADJOURNMENT

       MOTION made by Councilman Manley to adjourn at 7:22 p.m.

       Motion seconded by Councilman LoBiondo.
      VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes;  
       Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo - yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

       Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.
       Meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________________
Joseph P. Pedi

Town Clerk
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