 At A Public Meeting

Of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

At 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 p.m.

On Monday the 4th of November, 2013

Roll Call:

Wayne C. Booth, Supervisor

Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Councilman & Deputy Supervisor

George A. Woolsey, Sr., Councilman
Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman

Ernest C. Bello, Jr., Councilman

Also Present:

Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town




James Osborne, Town Engineer




Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk




Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk

Meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m.

1. ROLL CALL
The roll call appears above. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Patricia Williams, from Meadow Hill, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE

4. CHANGES TO AGENDA
There were no changes to this agenda. 

5. COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no comments on this agenda. 
6. AUDIT

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to approve this audit in the amount of $1,433,565.34, with no exceptions. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-abstain; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-abstain; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 3-yes; 0 no; 2 abstain; 0 absent

7. PUBLIC HEARING  (7:00 p.m.):  2014 General and Highway Budgets

2014 General and Highway Budget
Supervisor Booth asked Town Clerk Zarutskie if all of the postings and advertising have been done to conduct this public hearing.

Town Clerk Zarutskie said notice of this public hearing has been posted in the lobby of Town Hall and on the Town of Newburgh web page since October 23, 2013, it was advertised in the Mid-Hudson Times on October 23, 2013 and in the Sentinel on October 25, 2013.
MOTION was made at 7:04 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to open this public hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
Supervisor Booth said the following:
“During the past fiscal year the Town of Newburgh has been facing a number of daunting challenges, none-bigger than the loss of the assessed value due to the bankruptcy of the two power generating plants of Roseton and Danskammer. This court 
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ordered reduction in assessment combined with several certiorari actions has resulted in a reduction of the total assessed value from $1.4 billion to the present value of $1.1 billion. 
1)
The Town has been anticipating this reduction in assessed value for several years and has taken precautionary measures to combat the effects of such reductions. The first action that was taken was negotiating the certiorari agreement with Dynegy (the former owners of the power plants) in 2008 that secured the assessed value through the 2013 assessment year. It was this agreement that insured the payment of all back taxes for not only the Town, but for the Marlboro School District and Orange County. This past Friday the closing for Danskammer was executed and a check for $9.3 million was wired to the Commissioner of Finance of Orange County. This makes whole all taxes due to the Town, County, School and special districts owed by the Dynegy facilities.

2)
The Town has reduced its expenditures wherever possible. This year we have trimmed $258,000 from the General and Highway funds. The one department whose expenditures have increased is the Police Department. The Town of Newburgh has the finest Police Department in the County and we are in the process of hiring additional officers, (12 part time and at least 2 full time) to ensure the level of safety and service that our community deserves. The reduction of expenditures for the 2014 Budget is directly reflective of the effort and professionalism of the Town Board, our department heads and our entire staff of dedicated employees. The working men and women of the Town of Newburgh have been doing “more with less” before it became a popular catch phrase. 

3)
The Town has been building its fund balance for several years and we are appropriating approximately 50% for 2014. This will keep the tax rate increase reasonable but will leave a healthy fund balance for unseen emergencies and to be used in the next several years. This combined with conservatively growing revenues should ensure a stable tax rate for the future.

The bottom line of all this is as follows:

We have reduced the expenditures for 2014 by $258,000

We have set the budgets at $27.04 million which is 8.8% under the Tax Levy Cap

The reduction in assessments resulting from the Dynegy Bankruptcy will create a 9.9% tax rate increase.”
Supervisor Booth asked if there were any questions of comments regarding the 2014 General and Highway Budgets.

Councilman Piaquadio said Dynegy was a big challenge for the Town. He credited Supervisor Booth for the positive outcome on this deal. 

Councilman Woolsey said the increase for the Police Department is at the public’s request. Mr. Woolsey said the Town wants to maintain the same level of services for the community. 
Councilwoman Greene said the Town Board has worked hard on this matter. Mrs. Greene thanked Jacqueline Calarco, the Town Accountant, for her work in putting together the 2014 budget. 

Councilwoman Greene said she is proud that the Town will be hiring new Police Officers because police protection and safety are very important. 
Richard Servero, Balmville, said it was his understanding that the DOT was going to widen Route 9W in 2013. He asked if the Town knew if this was still going to happen. 
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Supervisor Booth said he has a meeting scheduled with the DOT on Wednesday, November 6th. At that meeting he will ask when they will schedule the work to widen Route 9W. 
Supervisor Booth asked if there were any further questions. There were none.  

MOTION was made at 7:17 by Councilwoman Greene to close this public hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio. 
VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

8. RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION of the 2014 General and Highway Budgets

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to approve the Resolution Approving Annual Town Budget for 2014. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

9. RESOLUTION introducing Local Law “Vehicle and Traffic for ‘One Way’ and ‘Stop’ Signs for Banquet Place”

Supervisor Booth said Banquet Place is the driveway which leads into Bonura’s Little Sicily restaurant. During the planning process, the Town was informed that the Federal Government would not allow the driveway to be built at the traffic light unless it was dedicated to the Town. Banquet Place has now been dedicated to the Town.

MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the Resolution of Town Board Introducing Local Law # 7 Amending Chapter 174 Entitled “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Code of the Town of Newburgh: One-Way Street Designation for Part of Banquet Place and Stop Intersection on Banquet Place and Providing for Public Notice and Public Hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
The date and time for the public hearing will be determined at the November 13th Audit Workshop meeting. 

Councilwoman Greene said this is what the State of New York decreed that Banquet Place would have to exit onto Powelton Avenue. This is not a Town’s decision.   
10. RESOLUTION(S) for Abandon Building Lawn Services

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the Resolution Determining Unhealthful, Hazardous or Dangerous Conditions Due to Growth or Accumulation of Brush, Grass, Rubbish or Weeds, Costs and Expenses of Abatement to be Assessed upon Failure to Comply with Order to Remove. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

This resolution applies to the following properties:
· 540 Center Street in the Town of Newburgh

· 30 Linden Drive in the Town of Newburgh

· 625 South Plank Road in the Town of Newburgh

· 54 Sloane Road in the Town of Newburgh
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· 78 Susan Drive in the Town of Newburgh

· 28 Victoria Drive in the Town of Newburgh

· 3 Midway Drive in the Town of Newburgh

Councilman Piaquadio asked if these properties will be re-levied onto the owner’s 2014 tax bill.

Mr. Taylor replied that the re-levy will appear on the 2014 tax roll. 
11. ACCOUNTING:  2013 Audit Services

Supervisor Booth said the Town has used Vanacore, DeBenedictus, DiGovanni and Weddell’s accounting services for the last three years. The amount of these services has remained the same as they were in 2012. 

MOTION was made by Councilman Bello to approve the arrangement letter for the services, dated October 15, 2013, performed by Vanacore, DeBenedictus, DiGovanni, & Weddell, who are located in Newburgh, New York, for the services they will perform for the Town of Newburgh for the year ending December 31, 2013. The cost of these services is $24,800.00. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio. 
VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

12. ANIMAL CONTROL:

A. T-94 Withdrawal(s)
Supervisor Booth said the T-94 account is a donation account with a balance of $172,289.22.
MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the request dated October 29, 2013, submitted by Chantel Haight, Animal Control Supervisor, to pay the veterinarian services vouchers, submitted by Flannery Animal Hospital for the following:

· Invoice # 108099, dated October 22, 2013, for the total amount of $    86.40

· Invoice # 106770, dated October 14, 2013, for the total amount of  1,106.00

· Invoice # 105424, dated October 2, 2013, for the total amount of        156.00 

 The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

B. Authorization to Hire Part Time Animal Shelter Helper

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the request dated October 29, 2013, submitted by Charlene Black, Personnel, selected by Chantel Haight, Animal Control Supervisor, to hire Guy Venzke, as a part-time Animal Shelter Helper at a pay rate of $10.00, effective November 14, 2013, pending the pre-employment physical, fingerprints, drug/alcohol testing and paperwork. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.
DISCUSSION: Councilman Woolsey said Mr. Venzke is presently a volunteer at Animal Control.
VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
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13. ASSESSOR:   Appraisal Services

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the request dated October 15, 2013, submitted by John Venezia, IAO, to hire Jayne Wohl, to do the small claims for the Town of Newburgh appraisals for the fee of $175.00 per appraisal. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.
DISCUSSION: Supervisor Booth stated the Town of Newburgh used the services of Jayne Wohl last year for its small claims appraisals at the same fee. 
VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

14. WATER SUPPLY:

A. Budget Transfer to Capital Equipment
Supervisor Booth said Mr. Platt’s memorandum stated that this transfer is needed to purchase and install a new replacement pump for the South Dix Avenue pump station.

MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the budget transfer request dated October 24, 2013, submitted by John Platt, Commissioner of Public Works, in the amount of $8,000.00. The funds will be withdrawn from account 8130-0456-5003 and deposited into account 8130-0200-5003. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

B. Budget Transfer for Operating Supplies
Supervisor Booth said Mr. Platt’s memorandum stated that this transfer is needed for improvements and repairs at the Chadwick Lake Filter Plant.

MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the budget transfer request dated October 23, 2013, submitted by John Platt, Commissioner of Public Works, in the amount of $15,000.00. The funds will be withdrawn from account 8330-0430 and will be deposited into account 8330-0466. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio. 
VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

C. Budget Transfer for Sludge Hauling

Supervisor Booth said Mr. Platt’s memorandum stated on Monday, October 28, 2013 bids were opened for the removal and disposal of alum sludge for the heavy sludge that exists at the Chadwick Lake Filtration Plant. One bid was received from Spectraserv, Inc., who are located in Kearny, New Jersey, for an amount of $0.30 per gallon. It is Mr. Platt’s opinion that the price of the bid is excessive and is recommending that the bid be rejected.

MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the request dated November 1, 2013, submitted by John Platt, Commissioner of Public Works, to reject the bid submitted by Spectraserv, Inc. for the amount of $0.30 per gallon. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello. 
VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
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MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the budget transfer request dated November 1, 2013, submitted by John Platt, Commissioner of Public Works, for sludge hauling and disposal in the amount of $70,000.00. The funds will be withdrawn from account 8330-0430 and be deposited into account 8330-0457. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio. 
VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

15. POLICE:

A. Purchase of Accident Reconstruction Equipment
Supervisor Booth said the Town of Newburgh Police Department has received donations from the Mid-Hudson Financial Security Officers Association in the amount of $6,464.50. Chief Clancy is requesting that the money be spent to purchase accident reconstruction equipment and software. He has solicited three quotes as follows:


Business



Amount 


Collision Forensic Solutions


Papillian Nebraska


$23,875.00


Visual Statement


Kamloops, Canada


  11,190.00


Aras


Kamloops, Canada


    7,925.00   

 

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the request dated October 23, 2013, submitted by Michael Clancy, Chief of Police, to purchase reconstruction equipment and software from Aras 2360 Technologies at a cost of $7,925.00. The electronic surveying equipment package includes software, training, electronic surveying equipment and shipping for a sum of $6,065.00 which will be withdrawn from the T-90 account. The training for the use of the equipment is $1,860.00 which will be withdrawn from the Police Department training line 3030.469.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.
DISCUSSION: Councilman Piaquadio asked what the training covered.

Deputy Chief of Police Donald Campbell said the $1,860.00 covers the training for three Police Officers and Aras has agreed to train two officers for free. 

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

B. Hiring of Part Time Police Officer

Supervisor Booth said Sally Black, a full time Police Officer and former DARE Officer, is retiring as of November 27, 2013. She is requesting to be reinstated as a part time Police Officer as of January 16, 2014. 
MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve a part time Police Officer position for Sally Black at a pay rate of $24.00. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
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16. ENGINEERING:  Proposal for Engineering Services for Mill House Road

James Osborne, the Town Engineer, said this proposal is design engineering and construction engineering / observation for the buried retaining walls and the road reconstruction for Mill House Road. This is part of what FEMA approved for large projects and these costs are reimbursable up to the FEMA approved limits. 
MOTION was made by Councilman Bello to approve the Design Phase dated October 25, 2013, submitted by Clark Patterson Lee Design Professionals, located in Newburgh, New York. The design will include a culvert layout plan including grading, headwall and retaining wall orientations, as well as top and bottom wall elevation call outs, a review of a structural design for retaining walls, and a guide rail design along with general consulting/project management services related to the Design Phase. The Designs Phase services cost is not to exceed $8,000.00.

CPL will also provide Construction Phase services related to FEMA approved scope of work. These services will include construction observation, field documentation of work completed and completion of a daily construction report with progress photo documentation and project management. These services will be provided on an hourly basis with an estimated, not to exceed without prior approval a sum of $7,000.00. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey. 

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

17. HIGHWAY:  Fall and Leaf Pick-up
Councilman Woolsey asked if the notice for the Leaf and Brush pick-up will be in the Times Herald Record. If so he asked that the size of the ad be reduced in order to keep the cost down. Town Clerk Zarutskie stated that it was his right to specify in his motion which newspapers to include or not include.  

Councilman Piaquadio said the Leaf and Brush Pick-up will be on the Town’s web site and it is also sent via email to all the residents who have registered with the Town.  
MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the request dated October 23, 2013, submitted by Darrell Benedict, Highway Superintendent, for the 2013 Fall Leaf and Brush Pickup which will run from Monday, November 18, 2013 through Thursday, November 21, 2013, which will be advertised in the Mid-Hudson Times, the Sentinel, on the Town’s web-site and emailed to residents who have registered for the Town’s 
E-mails. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello. 
DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Greene asked that it be mentioned that only clear bags will be accepted for the pick-up.

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

18. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Supervisor Booth urged everyone to exercise their right and duty to vote on Tuesday, November 5, 2013.
Councilwoman Greene announced that Monday, November the 11th, is Veteran’s Day. There will be a ceremony at Town Hall on November 11th at 11:00 a.m. to honor our Veterans. 
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19. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Robert Fischer, Meadow Hill North, said there is a property on Route 17K that is in need of clean up and he was wondering why it was not included in the resolutions that were passed for clean-up. 
Supervisor Booth said the resolutions were for properties that were previously cleaned up. It is his understanding that the property Mr. Fischer is referring to has been sold and the new owner has agreed to clean it up. 

Pat Williams, Meadow Hill, asked the following:
· Question # 1.
Why Councilman Woolsey abstained from the audit

Councilman Woolsey replied to question # 1 because he did not have a chance to review the audit prior to the meeting. 
· Question # 2.
Asked if the resolutions for lawn service will be charged back to the property owners.
Supervisor Booth answered question # 2 by saying the process for the order to remedy is as follows:
· The owners of the property are notified to clean up the property. 
· If there is no response. 

· The Town will contract out the work with the bill being sent to the owners.
·  If the bill is not paid.
· The amount is be levied back onto the taxes. 

· Question # 3. 
 Where does the Town stand with the property know as Mary’s hideaway.
Supervisor Booth replied to question # 3 by saying that the building has been secured because the owner did not have the funds for the abatement of the asbestos. The Town has tried, but was unsuccessful in acquiring a Community Development Block Grant (CDBF) from the County which is federally funded to pay for the removal.

Mrs. Williams said the building has collapsed and it is her opinion that the building is not secure. 
· Question # 4          Is the Water Filtration Plant on line.

Mr. Osborne replied to question # 4 that the Town has done the following:

· run water through all the units 

· bacteriological samples have been taken and the data has been sent to the New York State Department of Health 

· The Town is waiting for a green light from the Department of Health to actually run water through the system. 

· Question # 5           Have there been any penalties for non-compliance

Mr. Osborne replied to question # 5 by saying at this point the Town has submitted two letters to the EPA explaining the delays and they are leaning towards not stipulating any penalties.
· Question # 6          Asked if the leaf pick-up for the Town would be advertised in the Times Herald Record along with the local papers. 

Mr. Woolsey replied to question # 6  by saying that the Town has advertised in the Times Herald Record and we still have to go out twice to pick-up the leaves.

Supervisor Booth asked if there were any other questions.

There were none.  
Mr. Booth thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
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20. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION was made at 7:52 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio. 

VOTE: Councilman Woolsey-yes; Councilman Piaquadio-yes; Councilwoman Greene-yes; Councilman Bello-yes; Supervisor Booth-yes                                                                                                                                    Motion passed: 5-yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
 Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

___________________________
       _______________________________

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk
       Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk

