AUDIT/WORKSHOP MEETING

of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 P.M.

on the 13th day of October, 2010

Roll Call:               George A. Woolsey, Sr., Councilman

        



        Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Councilman

        
        

        Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman



        Ernest C. Bello, Jr., Councilman  

Absent
        Wayne C. Booth, Supervisor 
Also Present:
        Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town 



        James W. Osborne, Town Engineer



        Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk

                                            Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.

1.
ROLL CALL

The results of the roll call appear above.

2.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG & A MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mary Lou Venuto, Receiver of Taxes, led the pledge to the flag.

3.
ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR AGENDA


7B. Deleted 
POLICE: Staffing Levels

12.  Add on    CLERK:  Resolution for Dog License

4.
APPROVAL OF AUDIT

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to approve this audit in the amount of $1,053,748.65, with no exceptions. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; Supervisor Booth – absent. 


Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
5.
RECEIVER OF TAXES: Sewer Re-Levy for 2010



Mary Lou Venuto, Receiver of Taxes, came before the Town Board. Ms. Venuto said this Re-Levy is for the unpaid sewer bond accounts in the Town of Newburgh from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. The accounts are to be transferred to the County and Town Roll. Ms. Venuto has prepared and presented the Board with a Resolution requesting the Orange County Legislature to authorize the procedure. The total to be Re-Levied is $82,543.18. This amount includes the Town of Montgomery portion of $105.00.


MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the Resolution 


Re-Levying Unpaid Sewer Bond Charges and Assessments. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; Supervisor Booth – absent. 


Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

6.
RECREATION: Part Time Laborer

Councilman Woolsey said there is a memo from Robert Petrillo, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation & Conservation, requesting to begin the process to hire a part time laborer. Both of their part time Laborers are also employed with the Newburgh School District and are unable to work on a regular basis during the school year. Mr. Woolsey said the memo does not include an hourly rate for this position and he asked to hold this item over until they can speak to Mr. Petrillo.
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7.
POLICE:

A.
Authorization to Purchase Ammunition
Councilman Woolsey said there is a memo from Chief John Mahoney requesting authorization to purchase a supply of ammunition for the Police Department. This ammunition is for training purposes as well as Department issue purposes.  

MOTION was made by Councilman Bello to approve the request dated October 7, 2010, submitted by Chief John Mahoney for ammunition as follows:

8 
Cases of T223E.223 cal Federal 4000rds

                        14 
Cases of AE223.223 cal American Eagle FMJ 7000 rds

7    
Cases of AE40R2.40 cal American Eagle FMJ 7000 rds

4
Cases of 40SWB.40 cal Federal Hi-JHP 4000 rds  

2
Cases of 38G.38 cal Federal SWHP 2000 rds    

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; Supervisor Booth – absent. 


Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

B. Staffing Levels

This item was deleted from tonight’s agenda

8.
HIGHWAY: Purchase of Garage Doors

Councilman Woolsey said Darrell Benedict, Highway Superintendent, is requesting permission to have three garage doors installed on the extended sander barn that the Highway Department enlarged for storage. They received three quotes which are as follows:


VENDER




AMOUNT

 Mike’s Doors Home Improvements

$2,323.00 


Newburgh, New York

Dutchess Overhead Doors


$2,545.00


Poughkeepsie, New York


Clegg Bros. Garage Doors, Inc.

$3,100.00

New Windsor, New York 
MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the request dated September 30, 2010, submitted by Darrell Benedict, Highway Superintendent, to contract Mike’s Doors, located in Newburgh, New York to install 3-10X10 Wayne Dalton Model 2411 steel non-insulated with ribbed garage doors, 12 inch radius tracks, torslon springs outside, lock keyed and vinyl weather strip plus installation for a total of $2,325.00. The funds will come out of the Highway Fund account number 030-5110-466. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; Supervisor Booth – absent. 


Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

9.
PLANNING CONSULTANT: Consent to Assignment

Councilman Woolsey said a letter was sent to Supervisor Booth stating “Saccardi & Schiff, Inc. has entered into an agreement to sell its business to VHB Engineering, Survey and Landscape Architecture, P.C. (VHB) and affiliated with Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., effective on or about October 20, 2010. VHB has had offices in New York for more than ten years and we have worked with VHB engineers and environmental staff on many occasions.
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S & S has been performing consulting work with the Town since 2004. This has included work related to preparing planning studies, zoning and other ordinance amendments, review of applications before the various Village Boards and Committees and coordinating the State Environmental Quality Review process on behalf of the Town. The proposed sale of the business of S & S includes the assignment of such agreement from S & S to VHB and VHB’s assumption of the obligations there under, effective as of the effective date. Please be assured that your S & S contracts with respect to your agreement will not change by virtue of the assignment thereof. Mr. David B. Smith will continue to be part of the management team and will continue to manage the Town’s contract.”


Councilman Piaquadio asked to talk to David Smith and find out more details. 


Councilwoman Greene asked to have this item tabled in order to do more research. She asked Mr. Taylor to research if the cost will remain the same or increase and what type of response time the Town will have. 

 10.
ZONING AMENDMENT REQUEST
Stanley Schutzman from the law firm of Hanig & Schutzman, LLP and Tom Anarumo, the owner of Lands of 84 Realty, LLC., both came before the Town Board. They are requesting to change the zoning on 9.4 acres of property located on Patton Road at South Plank Road (section 53 Lot 44) from the current B zoning to R-2. There are plans to make use of the property for residential single family homes consistent with the character of the adjoining residential neighborhood.  At the suggestion of the Town Board Mr. Anarumo held an informal meeting of the neighboring property owners at a local fire house to discuss this project. Kirk Rother conducted an in-depth discussion with 12 attending neighbors concerning the development opportunities currently available for the existing zoning regulations and presented them a sketch of the site plan. He discussed what the proposed zoning change was to construct single family homes. It was their opinion that the neighbors are in favor of this project. Mr. Schutzman and Mr. Anarumo asked the Town Board Members if they had any questions or concerns in order to make these changes before proceeding with their zoning application. 
Councilman Bello asked if 17 single family homes are proposed for this project. He asked if this project, will meet the bulk requirements if there is a zoning change. 

Mr. Anarumo said that is the preliminary amount and it meets the bulk standards if water and sewer are provided.

Mr. Taylor said Mr. Schutzman indicated in his letter that the application will be for both a zoning change and an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan. He said if the Board decides to proceed they have to decide if they want Saccardi & Schiff, Inc. to be involved in reviewing the application and the environmental assessment form.  

Councilman Bello said the R-2 change is consistent with a residential neighborhood and the present B zoning is not. 
Councilman Woolsey asked the Town Board if they are in favor of this zoning change. They agreed that they were. 
Councilwoman Greene asked that the block number be put into the proposal rather than just the section and lot number as indicated in Mr. Schutzman’s letter


The Town Board then went back to item number 6 on the agenda.
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6.
RECREATION: Part Time Laborer

Robert Petrillo, Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, came before the Town Board. He reviewed his memo with the Town Board Members as discussed above. He said the present part time Laborers come in on Saturday and Sunday. 

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to approve the request dated September 23, 2010, submitted by Robert Petrillo, Commissioner of Parks Recreation & Conservation, to begin the hiring process for a part time laborer at the Recreation Department. The pay rate for this position is $8.50 per hour. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; Supervisor Booth – absent. 


Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

11.
ACCOUNTING: Budget Transfer

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the request dated October 8, 2010, submitted by Jackie Calarco, Town Accountant, for a budget transfer in the amount of $110,000.00 from the Contingency Account 001.1990.0499 to the Certiorari Account number 001.1420.0407. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; Supervisor Booth – absent. 


Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

12.
(Add On) CLERK:  Resolution for dog license
Town Clerk Zarutskie said, as the Town Board has discussed in the past, New York State passed a new law that the dog licensing procedure will now be handled by the towns and cities of New York State. This will require the approval of a Local Law. The State has not set a fee for the amount that a municipality can charge for a dog license. He strongly recommends that the Town of Newburgh does not increase the fees. 

Mark Taylor said he has drafted a Local Law Entitled “Animals” of the Code of the Town of Newburgh to provide for procedures to be followed in relation to the licensing of dogs and to amend chapter 104 entitled “Fees” in relation to fees for dog licenses. He asked that the Town Board review the draft and asked to set a public hearing date at Monday’s Town Board Meeting. Mr. Taylor said the same system and fees will remain in place for this new Local Law. He said the Town currently charges $7.50 of which $2.50 goes to the State for neutered or spayed dogs and $15.50 if they are not of which the State charges $3.00. Under the new law, the state no longer charges these fees. However the State is adding a new surcharge of $1.00 for spayed and neutered dogs and $3.00 if they are not. Mr. Taylor asked the Town Board to consider if the surcharge should be added onto the existing amount charged.  
Councilman Bello said the Town should consider man hours, tags, postage and materials before making a decision as to whether we should raise the price of a dog license. 

Councilwoman Greene suggested putting the Town of Newburgh on all of the dog tags for identification purposes. 

Mr. Taylor said in section 56-16 number 5 of the Local Law draft it states the following: “The identification tag shall be imprinted with the following: “Town of Newburgh” State of New York”. A unique identification number and the telephone number of the Clerk’s office.”
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Mr. Zarutskie said the State is requiring that each municipality put the above information on their tags. He said as of the first year, all renewals will require a new tag. 

The Town Board agreed that the license fee should remain at $7.50 and the State’s surcharge should be deducted from that. 

Mr. Taylor said currently the Town has provisions for purebred dog licenses. They are given a purebred identification number and the dogs they harbor all use the same number. The State will impose a $3.00 surcharge on these licenses.

Town Clerk Zarutskie asked if a T account will have to be set up for the revenues collected for dog licenses. 

Mr. Taylor said the revenues that are received for dog licenses have to be used for dog control purposes. The Town can set up a surcharge for the licensing costs. He said the Clerk’s Office will have to insure they are spending the money collected for dog licenses on Animal Control services. He suggested talking to Jackie Calarco, the Town’s accountant, to set up the account. 

Councilman Piaquadio asked if there is a charge for a tag when a new license is issued and if there is a charge for a replacement tag. 

Town Clerk Zarutskie said there is not a charge for a new license but a $3.00 charge for replacement tag. 

Councilman Piaquadio has objects with the cost of the dog licensing coming out of the General Fund. He said that residents who do not owe a dog should not have to pay for those who do.
Councilman Woolsey asked how many dogs are currently licensed in the Town of Newburgh. 
Town Clerk Zarutskie said about 1,800.

James Osborne suggested putting a line item in Animal Control to pay for the licensing costs.

Mr. Taylor said he has not included a specific surcharge in this Local Law but he has proved in the Local Law for the ability for the Town to adopt a Resolution in the future that does impose a surcharge. 

Councilman Woolsey asked if the Board Members had any other comments.

There were none.   
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12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION was made at 8:07 p.m. by Councilman Bello to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.


VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; Supervisor Booth – absent. 


Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

___________________________

_______________________________

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk

Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk
