At An Audit / Workshop Meeting

Of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

At 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 P.M.

On the 10th day of September 2008

Roll Call:                        Wayne C. Booth, Supervisor

                            George A. Woolsey, Councilman

Derek N. Benedict, Councilman                                         



                 Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman

Also Present:                  Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town of Newburgh                

     James W. Osborne, Town Engineer

                                         Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk

                                         Jeanne M. Patterson, Deputy Town Clerk

Absent:

     Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Councilman

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

1.
ROLL CALL


The responses to the roll call appear above.

2.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG & MOMENT OF SILENCE 



Deputy Town Clerk Jeanne Patterson led the pledge.
3. 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR AGENDA

   There were no changes or alterations to the agenda as previously distributed.

4.
APPROVAL OF AUDIT             
MOTION to approve the audit in the amount of $704,847.17. Motion made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Benedict.  There were no exceptions or comments. 
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 4 yes-0 no-0 abstain-1 absent.

5.         SENIOR HOUSING OVERLAY

            Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town, said that the current Town Code allows for low 
            income, small sized senior citizen units.  Mr. David Weinberg is seeking, on the Yune and Colandrea properties, to construct 125 single family detached active adult units.  We would need a zoning overlay for this.  Mr. Weinberg was in the audience and came forward at this point.  He said these would be small homes open to seniors who do not need assisted living or nursing care, but wish to downsize their current homes.  The Yune and Colandrea properties are east of Route 300, north of Jeanne Drive, and south of Berry Lane.  Mr. Weinberg said there were suggestions to construct warehouses on these properties.  He finds this unacceptable because the traffic on Route 300 is unbearable as it is.  He feels these senior citizen houses would be an appropriate use for this property.  They would be open to people age 55 and over only, but would definitely not be low income.  Mark Taylor asked Mr. Weinberg if he would be willing to deposit funds into an escrow account to pay Saccardi & Schiff to do the necessary studies on this proposal; he replied as far as he knew this would be OK.  Councilwoman Greene asked if these new homes would be fully assessed. Mr. Weinberg said yes.  It was pointed out they would use Town water and sewer.
6.
ANIMAL CONTROL:  Part Time Kennel Worker

MOTION to hire Grace Wirthmann as a part time kennel worker, replacing Rosemarie Becker, at a starting salary of $10 per hour, and starting date of Sept. 18, pending the outcome of her pre-employment physical and completion of all necessary paper work. Motion made by Councilman Benedict, seconded by Councilwoman Greene. 
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – yes;  Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 4 yes-0 no-0 abstain-1 absent.
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7.
POLICE:

            A.
Transfer of Funds


Charles M. Kehoe, Chief of Police, requested a budget transfer of $1,000 to cover the cost of prisoner supplies for the remainder of 2008.
MOTION to transfer $1,000.00 from account 3010.469 to account 3010.467 made by Councilman Woolsey, seconded by Councilman Benedict.   
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – yes;  Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 4 yes-0 no-0 abstain-1 absent.

            B.
Hiring of Full Time Dispatcher


Chief Kehoe requests the hire of Tina Martinez as a full time dispatcher, to replace

Dwight Conklin, who recently retired.
MOTION to hire Tina Martinez as a full time dispatcher, replacing Dwight Conklin, at a starting salary of $16.7072 per hour, and starting date of Sept. 25, pending the outcome of her pre-employment physical and completion of all necessary paper work. Motion made by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Benedict. 
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 4 yes-0 no-0 abstain-1 absent.

8.        
RECREATION:  Budget Transfer
Robert Petrillo, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Conservation, is requesting three budget transfers.  In response to a question by Councilwoman Greene, Mark Taylor stated that it is not necessary to make three separate motions.  All three transfers can be accomplished by one motion.
MOTION to transfer $1,980.00 from account 7180-0100 (Swimming-Personal Services)  to account 7140-0100 (Summer-Personal Services); to transfer $1,130 from account 7140-0497 (Summer-Maintenance Contracts/Leases/Rentals) to 7140-0100 (Summer-Personal Services); and to transfer $180 from 7140-0466 (Summer-Operating Supplies) to 7140-0100 (Summer-Personal Services).  Motion made by Councilman Benedict, seconded by Councilwoman Greene.   
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 4 yes-0 no-0 abstain-1 absent.

9.          PLANNING BOARD:

            A.
Vacancy


Supervisor Booth noted that there has been a vacancy on the Planning Board for a 
very long time.  Due to illnesses and vacations, the Planning Board has recently come 


close to not having a quorum.   He asked what the pleasure of the Board was to fill the  


vacancy.  Does the Board wish to pick someone from the pool of those who had applied  


and/or expressed an interest in appointment in the past?  Or does the Board prefer to 
advertise for applicants and start from scratch?  Would the Board prefer some combination of the two?  Councilman Benedict said he thinks new applicants should be solicited and interviewed, but former applicants can and should be considered also without their having to be re-interviewed.  Councilwoman Greene pointed out that the last interview process was prior to her becoming a Board Member, so she was not a participant.  Supervisor Booth said he would set up a screening process so that only finalists would have to be interviewed.
            B.
Landscape Cost Estimate:  Patty Cake Playhouse II



 A cost estimate from Karen Arent, Landscape Architectural Consultant to the Planning Board, was presented in the amount of $15,878 for the Patty Cake Playhouse II, with an inspection fee of $2,000. Councilwoman Greene reiterated her objection to this estimate, as she has for similar previous estimates, because it is excessive for a small business.

MOTION to accept as presented the proposal from Karen Arent regarding Patty Cake Playhouse II.  Motion made by Councilman Woolsey, seconded by Councilman Benedict.   
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – no; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 3 yes-1 no-0 abstain-1 absent.
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10.
ENGINEER:   Capital Projects Financing

James Osborne, Town Engineer, submitted a memo to summarize the funding requirements for several projects the Town Board has identified as a priority.  In general, preliminary engineering reports have been presented to the Town Board outlining the scope of work and associated costs for implementation.  See attached memo.
The price tags for these projects are as follows:



Fuel Management System and UST Improvements..............$320,200



Old South Plank/Waring Road Culvert Replacements..........$854,000



Highway Garage/Fleet Maintenance Electrical Upgrades.....$  75,000

A number of people were in the audience who spoke up at this point, but did not identify themselves.  They are residents of Old South Plank Road and stated they do NOT want the culvert repaired.  Motorists use this roadway as a speedway.  By dead-ending the road and not allowing through traffic, the road is much safer and pleasant.  As residents, they would like the road kept as it is currently—closed to all through traffic.  Councilman Woolsey announced that he is in agreement and does not want the culvert repaired.  He said this is not, and should not be made, a through road.  It is a short cut utilized by people who do not live there and in many instances do not even live in the Town.  While Councilman Woolsey favors maintaining through roads he does not favor doing so for roads that should not be through roads but are used as short cuts.  Supervisor Booth pointed out, however, that the fallen culvert could not simply be left as it is.  An open pit can not be allowed to exist where the culvert used to be.  It would be a safety hazard that vehicles could plummet into. Closing the road permanently would require the purchase of property and construction of cul de sacs, which could prove just as costly as repairing the culvert would be.  A gentleman in the audience, who also did not identify himself, pointed out that if the Waring Road culvert is not repaired, that entire development (which is one of the oldest developments in the Town) would have one outlet and one outlet only, Algonquin Drive onto Powder Mill Road.  Innis Avenue is extremely difficult to get into and out of and so that is not really an egress point for the development.  Councilwoman Greene asked what the status of Innis Avenue will be after Market Place constructs the roundabout.  Mr. Osborne said that as he recalls, traffic would be allowed to enter Innis Avenue from the roundabout but not exit.  So for all intents and purposes, Algonquin Drive would indeed be the only point of free entry and exit for the entire DuPont Park and Sherwood Forest developments.  
MOTION to authorize proceeding with the Fuel Management System and UST (Underground Storage Tanks) Improvements project, at a cost not to exceed $320,200, and the Highway Garage/Fleet Maintenance Electrical Upgrades, at a cost not to exceed $75,000, but NOT the Old South Plank Road/Waring Road Culvert Replacements.

Motion made by Councilman Woolsey and seconded by Councilman Benedict.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 4 yes-0 no-0 abstain-1 absent.

11.
PERSONNEL:  Transfer of Funds

A memo was read from Charlene M. Black, Administrative Aide, asking for a transfer of

funds from Consultant to Personnel for overtime worked by the Town Prosecutor in the amount of $413.72, and to also transfer an additional $226.37 for printer ink.  Council-man Woolsey wanted to know why the Personnel office was paying the Town Prosecutor and not the Justice Court.  Supervisor Booth said that the Justice Court is over budget now, and to have the funds taken from their budget would only necessitate another budget transfer anyway.  Councilwoman Greene said it will be difficult to keep a handle on all expenses when they are coming out of different budgets.  Councilman Woolsey said he understands this money has already been spent anyway.  Supervisor Booth verified this.

MOTION to transfer funds from Consultant to Personnel in the total amount of $740.09.

Motion made by Councilman Benedict and seconded by Councilman Woolsey.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 4 yes-0 no-0 abstain-1 absent.
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12.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM

Supervisor Booth said that Anita Manley is starting a Community Outreach Program for Senior Citizens and is looking for an endorsement from the Town.  She already hosted one meeting at Town Hall which he attended himself along with Councilwoman Greene.
Councilwoman Greene said she counted 47 people there.  A number of senior advocates spoke, including from the Orange County Office of the Aging.  Supervisor Booth distributed a resolution from the Town of Mount Hope endorsing their own program which is similar to what Ms. Manley wishes the Newburgh Town Board to adopt.  Councilman Woolsey wanted to know what the costs would be to the Town, and if the Town would be responsible for the insurance.  Mark Taylor said definitely not.  Councilwoman Greene said that the group is looking for the hearts of the Town Board to back them, not their pocketbooks.  Councilman Woolsey said he is still bitter that the Town was left holding the bag with the Senior Nutrition Program in so many ways, and does not wish this to happen again.  Mark Taylor said that he would draft a resolution for possible future consideration.

13.       ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn made at 8:23 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene, seconded by Councilman Benedict.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman Piaquadio -- absent; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed, 4 yes-0 no-0 abstain-1 absent.

Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk                Jeanne M. Patterson, Deputy Town Clerk

