AT THE WORKSHOP MEETING

of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 p.m.

on Monday, the 24th day of July, 2017
Present


Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman




Paul I. Ruggiero, Councilman
James E. Presutti, Councilman

Scott M. Manley, Councilman
Also Present

Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town



James Osborne, Town Engineer


Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk



Brenda J. Milkovich, Deputy Town Clerk
Absent


Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Supervisor 
      Meeting called to order at 7:04 p.m.
                    Deputy Supervisor Manley presided in the absence of Supervisor Piaquadio.
1. ROLL CALL

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Jeffrey Lease from Grand Avenue led the pledge.
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE

4. CHANGES TO AGENDA
Added Item 10C: ENGINEERING – Support of Trust Application
Changed Item 11B: ASSESSOR – Certiorari Case #2 – GE Commercial Finance                was taken off the agenda and replaced with Nicholas Dibrizzi (Anchor Drive)

5. APPROVAL OF AUDIT

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the audit in the amount

of $6,466,775.62 for vouchers 173078 to 173332.  The Motion was seconded by Councilman Presutti.  

VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman                 Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
6. ZONING: Solar Farm (Darrigo) 
Real Estate Broker Jeffrey Lease made an informal presentation to the Town Board along with Dan Darrigo.  Mr. Lease sent a letter to the Town Board on June 13, 2017 proposing a zoning change to grant the possibility of a solar farm on Mr. Darrigo’s            family sixty acre farm which is located on Lakeside Road.  Mr. Lease had an informal meeting with the surrounding neighbors and some of the Town Board members  regarding the solar farm on the Darrigo’s upper fields which could provide the Town residents, businesses and municipalities with fixed reduced electric costs.  The  neighbors feedback was positive.  
The Darrigo farm has a DEC (Department of Environmental Conservation) monitored Stated Listed Hazardous Waste Site which is unusable.  Mr. Lease stated that the  current zoning does not allow for any Solar Farms because it is limited to the Industrial District, which is dominated by the Airport and Central Hudson owned property.  The Governor has a $1.7 billion dollar Energy Plan stating that New York State will be a leader in renewable energy with 50% of its energy needs being renewable by 2030.            The application to tie into the grid is short and can only take so many connections          before the system is tapped out.       
Deputy Supervisor Scott Manley asked that Mr. Lease and Mr. Darrigo submit an application to the Zoning Board of Appeals as the process for the Town needs to                    be consistent.  The ZBA meeting that is scheduled for this Thursday, July 27, 2017            is too close and would not allow for enough time to properly publish.  The next ZBA meeting is scheduled for August 24, 2017.  Inviting the surrounding neighbors to             explain the project in more detail and hear their thoughts would be helpful.  
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7. SEWER EXTENSION: 
A.   D’Alfonso Road
       The resident owners requested at a previous Workshop Meeting that was held                

       on September 19, 2016, that the Town Board establish an extension to the               

       Crossroads Sewer district.   The extension would include the construction                   

                    of sewer facilities to transport sewerage to be treated at the existing sewage                

                    treatment facilities.  The petitioners will be responsible for the costs of the 

                    mandatory connection of each of their individual properties.    
Attorney for the Town Mark Taylor explained to the Town Board that the current 

request does not meet the criteria.  An Engineer must prepare a report and an 
estimate of the cost of the project.  

Town Engineer Jim Osborne stated that the homeowners who have functioning  

septic tanks may not be interested in connecting especially if they have low lying           

wet areas.  

Councilman Ruggiero suggested having a meeting including all encompassing 

neighborhoods.  
                    Councilwoman Greene stated that the signatures that were submitted on the  

                    Informal Petition are all over a year old (dated June 26-27, 2016).  
                    Soliciting for proposals and getting a thumbnail estimate is the next step.

                    MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve soliciting for proposals  

                    and getting a thumbnail estimate.  The Motion was seconded by Councilman  

                    Ruggiero.  
            VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman                 

            Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

            Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent. 
B.   Stori Road
Attorney for the Town Mark Taylor explained to the Town Board that the request    

does not meet the criteria.  An Engineer must prepare a report and an estimate               

of the cost of the project.  

Town Engineer Jim Osborne stated that the homeowners who have functioning  

septic tanks may not be interested in connecting especially if they have low lying           

wet areas.  

Councilman Ruggiero suggested having a meeting including all encompassing 

neighborhoods.  

                    Soliciting for proposals and getting a thumbnail estimate is the next step.

                    MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve soliciting for proposals  

                    and getting a thumbnail estimate.  The Motion was seconded by Councilman  

                    Ruggiero.  
            VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman                 

            Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

            Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.     
8. RECREATION: 

A.   Creation of Recreation Coordinator Position

                     Commissioner of Parks, Recreation & Conservation Robert Petrillo requests                    

       approval to create a Recreation Coordinator position in the Recreation Department.

       The title is a management level tested position.

                    MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve creating a Recreation  

                    Coordinator position in the Recreation Department.  The Motion was seconded                

                    by Councilman Ruggiero.  
            VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman                 

            Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

            Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent. 
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B.   Hiring of Reservoir Caretaker       

                     Commissioner of Parks, Recreation & Conservation Robert Petrillo requests                    

       approval to hire Robert Piaquadio as Reservoir Caretaker at $18.75 per hour              

       with a start date of Thursday, July 27, 2017.  The salary for the position is in                      

       the Filter Department budget (Account #040.8330.0100).
                    MOTION was made by Councilman Ruggiero to approve hiring Robert Piaquadio             
                    as Reservoir Caretaker at   $18.75 per hour and a start date of July 27, 2017.                 

                    The Motion was seconded by Councilman Presutti.  
            VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman                 

            Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

            Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent. 
9. CODE COMPLIANCE: 

Attorney for the Town Mark Taylor asked for the Town Board’s consideration for  

approving the following two Resolutions Determining Unsafe Buildings and/or           Structures and Order to Make Safe or Remove and to Schedule Public Hearings.

             A.   Unsafe Building: 8 West Stone Street

             Code Compliance Enforcement Official Mark Bethea prepared documentation  

             stating that the owner at 8 West Stone Street has been in violation since                 

             April 10, 2013.  There is extensive overgrowth of weeds and vegetation and               

             there are two buildings located on the north side of the property which have 
             extensive deterioration with the building on the adjacent lot having collapsed                

             into itself and shifted off its foundation.  The roof of the building located directly 
             behind the residence has collapsed and have several braces supporting the rear 
             wall.  Also on the property are four military style trucks which appear to be un- 

             licensed and inoperable.  
             The Town Board all agreed that a more focused report is needed.  Having a meeting  

             with Code Compliance Supervisor Gerald Canfield, Attorney for the Town Mark  

             Taylor and the Code Compliance Enforcement Team to address code conditions  

             and defects was suggested.     
             B.   Unsafe Building: 77 Meadow Hill Road

             Code Compliance Enforcement Official Barry LaPierre prepared documentation  

             relating to violations which began on January 19, 2016 for the unsafe structure and 
             unlicensed motor vehicles at 77 Meadow Hill Road.  The property has been cited             

             for unsecured abandoned premises and high grass.  The grass was cut, vehicles 
             removed and the property was secured.  The violations reoccurred and notices           

             were received by Wells Fargo.   No responses or action from Wells Fargo were  

             given and after eleven inspections, the Order of Remedy was closed out in violation 
             on October 11, 2016.  On January 19, 2017, the Order of Remedy was reopened            

             for unsafe structure.  Several inspections have since been performed, the last             

             being May 23, 2017, bringing the total to fifteen inspections.   The conditions are              

             unchanged as of July 10, 2017 and the unsafe structure violation is still active.                

             Mr. LaPierre recommends demolition of the garage and breezeway only and secure 
             the premises.
             The Town Board all agreed that a more focused report is needed.  Having a meeting  

             with Code Compliance Supervisor Gerald Canfield, Attorney for the Town Mark  

             Taylor and the Code Compliance Enforcement Team to address code conditions  

             and defects was suggested.     

10.   ENGINEERING: 
        A.   Cumberland Farms Stormwater Facility Agreement
                     Attorney for the Town Mark Taylor asked for the Town Board’s consideration            

                     for approving the executed Stormwater Maintenance Agreement and TP-584  

                     regarding the site plan approval for the Cumberland Farms, Inc. Route 17K                 

                     and Rock Cut Road project.   The Agreement will provide for the long term  

                     maintenance and continuation of stormwater control measures.             

                     MOTION was made by Councilman Presutti to approve the proposed executed                          

                     Stormwater Maintenance Agreement.  The Motion was seconded by Councilwoman 

                     Greene.  

             VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman                     

        Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

        Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
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        B.   Holiday Park: Water Main Replacement and Installation
 Town Engineer Jim Osborne requests to approve the proposal from Nannini                     

 & Callahan Excavating, Inc. from Cornwall for the Holiday Park – Water Main  

 Replacement and Installation project in the amount of $27,500.00.  The scope               

 of work includes the following:  

· Cut in a 6” x 4” tee on existing 6” main; Install two 6” valves and one 4” valve; 
     Install 160’ of 4” ductile iron pipe; Install three ¾” water services to existing    

     house curb stops; Install blow off at end of new 4” water main; Backfill and    

     compact trenches; Pressure and bacteria test new 4” main and Restore grass     

     areas.
 MOTION was made by Councilman Ruggiero to approve the proposal from Nannini             

 & Callahan Excavating, Inc. for the Holiday Park – Water Main Replacement and 

 Installation project in the amount of $27,500.00.  The Motion was seconded by    

 Councilwoman Greene.

        VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman 

        Presutti - yes, Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

        Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent. 
       C.    (ADDED ITEM) Support of Trust Application
 Attorney for the Town Mark Taylor explained that the Town has a strong interest              

 in purchasing the Anchorage Marina property.  The following benefits include:  
1.  A significant source of drinkable water for the Newburgh Consolidated Water 

     District.  The impending shut down of the Delaware Aqueduct by New York              

     City has reinforced the Town’s need for adequate back-up.
2.  Public access to the Hudson River as there is currently no access to this             

     natural resource for the length of the river that borders the Town.  The site              

     would offer active and passive water recreational uses such as kayaking.  
 MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve endorsing the Trust               

 for a Public Land’s grant application.  The Motion was seconded by Councilman 

 Ruggiero.

        VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman 

        Presutti - yes, Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

        Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent. 

11.   ASSESSOR:
              A.   Certiorari Case #1 – JP Morgan Chase Bank         
                     The proposed Consent Order and Judgment relative to the subject property which               

                     is located at 201 Auto Park Place (Section-Block-Lot: 97-2-48.2).  The settlement 
                     provides for reduction in the assessed value for 2016 and 2017 by $23,700.  The   

                     Consent Order and Judgement specifies that the provisions of RPTL Section 727  

                     apply, the three year hold on Assessed Value, subject to the statutory exceptions  

                     and on further petitions will be in place.  The settlement refund amount for 2016                          

                     will be approximately $325.85.
                     Attorney at Law Cathy L. Drobny from Jones Hacker Murphy LLP and Assessor  

                     Molly Carhart reviewed the income and expense statement, lease and amendment, 

                     comparison to similar bank properties and consideration of the cost of a trial and             

                     a trial-ready appraisal.  Cathy and Molly negotiated the proposed settlement and  

                     both believe that this was a fair settlement.

        MOTION was made by Councilman Presutti to approve the proposed settlement.

                     The Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.
               VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman  
               Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley - yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.
               Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
B.     (CHANGED ITEM) Certiorari Case #2 – GE Commercial Finance was taken                

        off the agenda and replaced with Nicholas Dibrizzi (Anchor Drive) 
                     The proposed Consent Judgment relative to the subject property which is located             

                     at 13 Anchor Drive (Section-Block-Lot: 121-1-15).  The settlement provides for 
                     reduction in the assessed value for 2016 by $92,500.  The Consent Judgement 
                     specifies that the provisions of RPTL Section 727 apply, the three year hold on 
                     Assessed Value, subject to the statutory exceptions and on further petitions will            

                     be in place.  The settlement refund amount for 2016 will be approximately                   

                     $1,271.74 versus claimed refund liability of $3,932.09.
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                     Attorney at Law Cathy L. Drobny from Jones Hacker Murphy LLP and Assessor  

                     Molly Carhart reviewed the records, the comparable properties in the subject 
                     neighborhood and consideration of the cost of a trial and a trial-ready appraisal,   

                     Cathy and Molly negotiated the proposed settlement.  The proposed settlement 

                     reduces the Fair Market Value of the property to $1,037,500.00.  Cathy and Molly  

                     both believe that this was a fair settlement.  
        MOTION was made by Councilman Presutti to approve the proposed settlement.

                     The Motion was seconded by Councilman Ruggiero.
               VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman  
               Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley - yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.
               Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

C.    Certiorari Case #3 – RBS Citizens, N.A.         

                     The proposed Consent Judgment relative to the subject property which is located  

                     on a parcel of land on NYS Route 300 (Section-Block-Lot: 60-3-52).  The settlement 

                     provides for reduction in the assessed value for 2013 by $103,000.00; for 2014 by 

                     $119,000.00; for 2015 by $130,000.00 and for 2016 by $151,000.00.  The Consent 
                     Judgement specifies that the provisions of RPTL Section 727 apply, the three year 
                     hold on Assessed Value, subject to the statutory exceptions and on further petitions  

                     will be in place.  The refund liability for the Town not including Special Districts and  

                     the Fire District for the reductions would be approximately $6,701.18 versus claimed 

                     liability of $44,001.47.
                     Attorney at Law Cathy L. Drobny from Jones Hacker Murphy LLP and Assessor  

                     Molly Carhart reviewed the discovery documents provided, recent sale of the subject 
                     property, comparison to similar bank properties and consideration of the cost of a 
                     trial and a trial-ready appraisal.  Cathy and Molly negotiated the proposed settle- 

                     ment .  The proposed settlement discontinues the 2012 proceeding and reduces              

                     the Fair Market Value of the property in 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 to a value                 

                     ranging from $1,511,342.00 to $1,525.000.00 in 2016.  Cathy and Molly both  

                     believe that this was a fair settlement.

        MOTION was made by Councilman Presutti to approve the proposed settlement.

                     The Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.
               VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman  
               Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley - yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.
               Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

      12.  ANIMAL CONTROL: (T-94 Withdrawal) Newburgh Vet
Cheryl Cunningham requests authorization to use the T-94 account to pay for the             canine veterinary services from Newburgh Veterinary Hospital in the amount of           $104.40.

MOTION was made by Councilman Ruggiero to approve using the T-94 account to                 

pay for the canine veterinary services from Newburgh Veterinary Hospital totaling   

$104.40.  The Motion was seconded by Councilman Presutti.  

     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman 

     Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

             Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
      13.  ADJOURNMENT

             MOTION was made by Councilman Presutti to adjourn the regular Town Board                  

             meeting at 8:02 p.m.  The Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.

VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman 

Presutti – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – absent.

       Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

     Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

   



  Respectfully submitted,

     _______________________________      _________________​​​______________​​​__​​__        

     Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk
    Brenda J. Milkovich, Deputy Town Clerk  

     BJM – 7/28/17      
