AUDIT/WORKSHOP MEETING

         Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

            at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 P.M.

         on Wednesday the 17th  day of July, 2013

Roll Call:  
Wayne C. Booth, Supervisor

Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Councilman

George A. Woolsey, Sr., Councilman
Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman



Ernest C. Bello, Jr., Councilman



Also Present:
Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town

James Osborne, Town Engineer

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk

Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk

Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m.

1. ROLL CALL

The results of the roll call appear above.

2.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  

James Osborne, Town Engineer, led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

4. CHANGES TO AGENDA



Deleted

10B ENGINEERING: DATWTP SCADA System Cable
Add On

7B   ASSESSOR: Clerk

Add On

14.   ZONING: Solar Array
5.
APPROVAL OF AUDIT

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve this audit in the amount of $1,085,337.53, with no exceptions. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello. 

DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Greene said there are two vouchers, in the audit, regarding yard clean up. Both of the properties are vacant. The first property is 30 Linden Drive and the second is 540 Center Street. Mrs. Greene asked to have liens placed on both properties for the cost of the clean up in order for the Town to recoup the money and to ensure that the present owners pay for the clean up.
Supervisor Booth said he is sending a letter to both of the owners listed for the addresses. They will have two weeks to respond. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

6.
CODE COMPLIANCE:

A. Unsafe Buildings:

i. 408 Carter Avenue
Thomas Dubetsky, the Asst. Fire Inspector/Safety Officer, came before the Town Board. He said this property was damaged by an extensive fire in January 2013. They have had several meetings with the property owner and it is the opinion of Mr. Dubetsky’s office that the amount of work that needs to be done cannot be completed in a timely fashion. There is also a considerable amount of garbage on the property that was created by the fire. 

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the Resolution Determining Unsafe Buildings and Order to make Safe or Remove a building addressed as 408 Carter Avenue, in the Town of Newburgh owned by Edward A. Vanhouten, said premises designated as Section 9, Block 3, Lot 15. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.

DISCUSSION: Mr. Dubetsky said the public hearing scheduled for this matter is August 5, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

AUDIT/WORKSHOP MEETING     JULY 17, 2013      PAGE 2

ii 37 Taft Avenue
Mr. Dubetsky said the structure at 37 Taft Avenue was also extensively damaged by a fire. The structure is currently fenced in and it is located in a residential area.  There is a concern regarding the quality of life and it poses a safety factor for the children in the neighborhood. His office has contacted the owner who is unable to secure the structure. 

MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the Resolution Determining Unsafe Buildings and Order to Make Safe or Remove a Building Addressed as 37 Taft Avenue, in the Town of Newburgh Owned by Colico Inc., Said Premises Designated as Section 71, Block 7, Lot 10. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

DISCUSSION:  Mr. Dubetsky said the public hearing scheduled for this matter is August 5, 2013 at 7:15 p.m. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

B. Authorization for Part Time Building Inspector

Supervisor Booth said Gerald Canfield, the Code Compliance Supervisor, has requested authorization to begin the canvassing process for a part time building inspector. The position was approved in the 2013 budget under account number 3410-0100.  

The Town Board has concerns with the amount of Code violations that are occurring in the Town specifically with clothing bins. They decided to talk to Mr. Canfield before making a decision on this matter. 
7. ASSESSOR:  2013-2014 Assessments

John Venezia, the Sole Assessor for the Town of Newburgh, came before the Town Board to explain why there is a drop in assessments in the Town of Newburgh. Mr. Venezia said he does not have the ability to increase any property that has a value increase due to the market.  They can be changed if someone builds a new building, alters or increases a building, or does a major renovation. In 2009 and 2013 Dynegy caused a large decrease in Assessments. 
The Board establishes the budget and he establishes the assessments. The budget divided by the assessment equals the tax rate.  

This year the Town and the County will have 3.5 million dollar reduction. In addition to Dynegy, the Town has major settlements as well as court decisions with are also causing a drop in assessments.  
The alteration and construction for assessments is up seven million dollars this year. 

The equalization increase is a reflection of a portion of the tax changes.

Mr. Venezia is recommending a residential and commercial reassessment for the Town of Newburgh, which will be done in house.  

Councilwoman Greene said the last time the Town of Newburgh did a reassessment was in 1983.

Councilman Woolsey asked Mr. Venezia if he had a list of commercial properties that have been added to the Town of Newburgh’s tax roll. 

Mr. Venezia said he has a combined list of commercial and residential properties that have been added to the Town’s tax roll.
Mr. Woolsey asked Mr. Venezia to add all the commercial and residential properties and give him a total for each one. 
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Councilman Piaquadio asked Mr. Venezia if the County responds differently to tax certioraris. 

Mr. Venezia said they treat them the same. 

Councilman Woolsey asked Mr. Venezia to keep him abreast as to what is going in his department. 

B.
(Add On) Assessor Clerk

Councilwoman Greene said they canvassed the Assessor’s Clerk List to fill the vacancy in the Assessor’s Office. There were three people who showed an interest in this position. Mrs. Greene and Mr. Venezia interviewed all three and have made a decision. 

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the request dated July 8, 2013, submitted by Charlene Black, Personnel Director, to hire Lindsay Mitchell as Assessor’s Clerk. The start date for this position is August 1, 2013 and the pay rate is as per the CSEA contract which is $13.8844 per hour. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

8. POLICE: 
A. Hiring of Part Time Police Officer
Chief of Police Michael Clancy and Deputy Chief of Police Donald Campbell came before the Town Board. 

Supervisor Booth said three candidates were interviewed for the part time Police Officer position.  

MOTION was made by Councilman Bello to approve the request submitted by Deputy Chief Donald Campbell, dated July 11, 2013 to hire Jeremy Warner as a part time Police Officer. The pay rate for this position is $24.00 per hour with a start date of August 1, 2013. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
B. Hiring of Part Time Court Officer

Supervisor Booth said interviews were conducted for the position of a part time Court Officer. 

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to approve the request dated 
July 9, 2013, submitted by Police Chief Michael Clancy, to hire John Wrubleski as a certified Peace Officer for New York State. The start date for this position is August 1, 2013 with a pay rate of $13.00 per hour. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Greene said Mr. Wrubleski has listed on his application that he is currently a peace officer in the Town of Cornwall and the Sheriff Department in Westchester. Mrs. Greene suggested that these two positions should have been listed on his application.  
Deputy Chief Campbell said Mr. Wrubleski only works one day a week in Cornwall which amounts to two to three hours a week.  

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
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C. Appointment of DARE Officer
Supervisor Booth said interviews were conducted for the position of DARE Officer. 
MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to select Vincent Spampinato to begin the application process for the DARE training program that will be held at Maryland State Police Academy in August 2013. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Greene asked if the Police Department has received a letter from the Newburgh School District.

Both Chief Clancy and Deputy Chief Campbell replied that they did. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
D. Discussion(s):

i
Full Time Dispatcher(s)
Supervisor Booth said the Town has not filled the position of a full time Dispatcher for the Police Department. 

Chief Clancy thanked the Town Board for creating a part time position for Dispatcher. Mr. Clancy reviewed the situation of the full and part time positions of the Dispatchers that exists in the Police Department and the difficulty they are having filling the shifts scheduled. He also discussed the benefits and disadvantages of full time dispatchers’ verses part time dispatchers. The shortage of Dispatchers also increases the overtime allotted to the Police Department.     

Councilman Piaquadio suggested raising the pay rate for part time Dispatchers in order to attract and keep them. He also suggested putting the positions the Town of Newburgh has available on the Town Web Site. Mr. Piaquadio asked the Chief to submit a plan for hiring part time Dispatchers.   

Councilwoman Greene suggested that the Town place the available positions in the Time Herald Record. 

Councilman Woolsey agreed with Councilman Piaquadio and Councilwoman Greene.
MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to obtain a Civil Service List for a full time Police Dispatcher. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
ii
Full Time Police Officer(s)

Chief Clancy said in June of 2008 the Police Department had a total of 61 Police Officers. 
· 42 Police Officers  were uniform patrol officers

· 7 Sergeants

· 8 Detectives

· 4 Administrative Personnel

Currently the Police Department has a total of 46 Police Officers. They are down 25 percent.

· 29 Patrol Officers and 2 are not available.

· 7 Sergeants

· 6 Detectives

· 4 Administrative Personnel  
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Chief Clancy has the following concerns:
>
The available vacation time to Police personnel is creating a problem with overtime pay. 
>
Chief Clancy also has concerns with the lack of staffing and with the current staffing. 
>
He also said the Police Department does not have the time to do all of the things that they are required.

>
Chief Clancy said there are three scheduled retirements.
>
Presently there are two part time Police Officers in training and should be on their own shortly. 

Councilwoman Greene said it is her opinion that hiring part time Police Officers are not a full solution.

Supervisor Booth agreed that the Town has to look ahead and hire Police Officers.

Councilman Woolsey suggested that the Town Board have a meeting to assure that the funds are available to hire new Police Officers for this year and in the future.    

Councilman Bello said it is his opinion that the Town should hire Police Officers now. The Town is down 13 Officers and they should be replaced. 

Supervisor Booth said that he will look at the numbers again and then bring the results back to the Town Board. 

9. HIGHWAY:  Hiring of Seasonal Laborer(s)

MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the request dated July 11, 2013, submitted by Charlene Black, Personnel, and recommended by Darrell Benedict, Highway Supervisor, to hire Sal Marcantonio, Patrick McVeigh and Seth Pacella, as Seasonal Full Time employees for the Highway Department. The pay rate for these positions is $12.00 per hour with a start date of August 1, 2013. The hires are all subject to completed paperwork, fingerprints and drug and alcohol tests. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.  
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
10. ENGINEERING:

A. Mill House Road Culvert
James Osborne, Town Engineer, said he has resolved the issues with the DEC for the permit and he is now ready to place an order for the aluminum box culvert. Contech quoted a price of $34,643.00 for the culvert, which is approximately 10 percent higher than the original estimate. This is based on the two changes to the original proposal. First is the size of the culvert was increased to allow the invert plate to be buried two feet to allow the restoration of a natural stream bottom. The second is that the aluminum box culvert will be manufactured with a 12 degree skew to accommodate the alignment of the stream relative to the roadway. 

Councilman Woolsey asked if the Town was going to pay for the entire project. 

Mr. Osborne replied that adjacent to the culvert there is approximately a 30 foot section of roadway that was washed out, which will be reimbursed by FEMA. The damage to the culvert was done before Tropical Storm Irene and FEMA will not be reimbursing the Town for those costs. 
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MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the request dated July, 15, 2013, submitted by James Osborne, Town Engineer, to accept the quote submitted by Conteck for an aluminum box culvert proposed for Mill House Road. The price quote for this culvert is $34,643.00. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello. 
DISCUSSION: Contech products are available through New York State OGS bids, eliminating the bidding process. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
B. DATWTP SCADA System Cable

This item was deleted from this agenda.
11. PARKS & RECREATION: Budget Transfer

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the budget transfer request dated June 28, 2013, submitted by Robert Petrillo, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation & Conservation, to transfer $3,800.00 from the Program for Aging - Senior Citizen Events account number 6772-0465 to the Program for Aging-Equipment account number 6772-0200. This transfer will cover the cost of the purchase of chairs and sewing machines for the Recreation Department. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
12. ACCOUNTING:  Budget Transfer


MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the budget transfer dated July 9, 2013, submitted by Jacqueline Calarco, Town Accountant, to transfer $30,000.00 from the Contingency account number 001.1990.0499 to the Insurance account number 001.1910.0499. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bello. 
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
13 DATA PROCESSING:

A. Purchase of two (2) computers from the computer reserve
Councilman Piaquadio said the two computers being purchased are for the Assessor’s Office. One of the computers in the Assessor’s Office is a 2010 XP computer, which is incapable with windows 7 and is needed for that office. Dell has given the Town of Newburgh a credit of $600.00 for the 2010 computer. 
MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to purchase two Dell Optiplex 7010 computers at a cost of $900.00 each less a $600.00 credit for a total of $1,200.00. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to renew the Symantec antivirus software for 40 users in Town Hall and Code Compliance from August 3, 2013 through August 2, 2015. The cost of the renewal is $1,016.14. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene. 
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
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MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to withdraw funds from the Computer Reserve Account # 001-878, with a current balance of $38,550.00, to 
pay for two Dell Optiplex 7010 computers and the Symantec Antivirus Software for a total of $2,216.14. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
B.
Purchase of computer maintenance hours

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to purchase 37.5 hours from Firthcliffe Technologies at a cost of $80.00 per hour for a total of $3,000.00. The funds will come from the Computer Maintenance account number 
001-1680.0497. The balance in this account is currently, with a current balance of $17,457.34. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene. 
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; 

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes. 

Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent
14.
(Add On)   ZONING: Solar Array

Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town, said he forwarded a letter from Michael Donnelly on behalf of the Planning Board. The letter was addressed to the Zoning Board of Appeals. It was directed to the Town Board. The letter addressed a matter that had been referred to the Zoning Board of Appeals by the Code Compliance Department. It involved a free standing solar panel that the owner of a residence in the RR District was proposing. The Town’s Zoning Code does not contain a category for that type of structure as a permitted accessory use. Code Compliance referred this request to the Zoning Board of Appeals for their interpretation or a grant of a use variance. The Zoning Board of Appeals was not sure how this matter should be treated and the request was referred to the Planning Board for their input and the Planning Board said that it was not a matter in their jurisdiction and the Town Board should amend the Town Code. The letter also suggested that the Town Board address wind turbines.   

Supervisor Booth is opposed to combining wind turbines with solar panels. It is his opinion that they are two different matters. Mr. Booth suggested that wind turbines and solar panels be added to the accessory structure section of the Town Code. 

Mr. Taylor suggested that it be addressed in a more comprehensive fashion such as accessory uses for residences.


Supervisor Booth said the Town Code currently defines the amount of square footage that can be used for accessory structures according to the size of a parcel. 


Councilman Bello said the change should also address the array that is produced by the solar panels. 


Councilwoman Greene said there is a lot of homework to be done before making a decision. She also suggested contacting the fire departments for their comments.

Councilman Woolsey said the change should set the size of a property that standing panels would be allowed.  

Councilman Piaquadio suggested looking at how other Towns handle standing solar panels and wind turbines. 


The Town Board decided to authorize Mark Taylor to look into how other Towns addressed this matter and to look at what model laws exist for standing solar panels and wind turbines. 
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Councilwoman Greene suggested that the Town also update the regulations for blasting. 

15.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION was made at 9:22 p.m. by Councilman Bello to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Piaquadio – yes;               

Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Bello – yes; 

Supervisor Booth – yes 

             
Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent

 Meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

 ___________________________
              _______________________________

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk

Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk
