
AT THE PUBLIC MEETING

of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 p.m.

on Monday, the 13th of July, 2020.

Present                               Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Supervisor   

                                             Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman   
                                                     Paul I. Ruggiero, Councilman (remote)                                                    




Scott M. Manley, Councilman (remote) 
                                             Anthony R. LoBiondo, Councilman
Absent                                James Osborne, Town Engineer 
Also Present 

Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town (remote)




Joseph P. Pedi, Town Clerk
**  A Certified Transcript of this Meeting is available on the Town of Newburgh website.**

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

1. ROLL CALL

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE
4. CHANGES TO AGENDA
· delete Item 10. RECREATION DEPARTMENT: Approval to Hire Part Time Laborer
· delete Item 14. AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR GPS LOCATOR
5. APPROVAL OF AUDIT
     MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the audit in the amount 

     of $2,094,516.41. Motion seconded by Councilman Ruggiero.
     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

     Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes.

     Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.    
6. APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILPERSON

     Town Supervisor Gil Piaquadio requests approval to appoint Anthony R. LoBiondo 
     to the position of Councilman for the Town Board for the Town of Newburgh effective
     July 13, 2020 at an annual salary of $19,328.93 for a term that expires 

     December 31, 2020.

     MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to approve the appointment of Anthony R. LoBiondo 

     to the position of Councilman for the Town Board for the Town of Newburgh effective

     July 13, 2020 at an annual salary of $19,328.93 for a term that expires 

     December 31, 2020. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Greene.

     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

     Councilman Manley – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes.

     Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.    
     Councilman LoBiondo is now eligible to vote.
7. AGREEMENT WITH CONSULTING ENGINEERING FIRM 

     Town Supervisor Piaquadio seeks approval to enter into agreement with
     McGoey, Hauser and Edsall (MHE) Consulting Engineers of New Windsor,

     New York for municipal general engineering services for the calendar year 2020.
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     MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the agreement with

     McGoey, Hauser and Edsall (MHE) Consulting Engineers of New Windsor,

     New York for municipal general engineering services for the calendar year 2020
     subject to review of the agreement by the attorney for the town.
     Motion seconded by Councilman Manley.

     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 
     Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – abstain; 

     Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

     Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
8. CERTIORARI SETTLEMENT: Orchard Hills

     Attorney for the Town Mark Taylor presented a letter from Cathy Drobny,

     Esquire of E. Stewart Jones, Hacker Murphy regarding the proposed settlement 

     of tax certiorari for Orchard Hills Landing which is an apartment complex
     off of Route 9W and NS Oak Street. The settlement provides

     for a reduction in assessed value for 2017 by $2,385,300 from $13,320,000
     to $10,934,700, a reduction in assessed value for 2018 by $2,525,300 from $13,320,000

     to $10,795,000 and a reduction in assessed value for 2019 by $2,012,500 from $12,236,000

     to $10,223,500. Additionally, the 2020 assessed value will be reduced by $2,726,875

     from $12,236,000 to $9,509,125. The assessed value will hold at $9,509,125 for

     the 2021, 2022 and 2023 assessment rolls.  The refund liability for the Town for the     

     reductions in 2017, 2018 and 2019 assessed values would be approximately 
     $103,589.

     MOTION made by Councilman Manley to accept the proposed settlement 

     of tax certiorari for Orchard Hills Landing which is an apartment complex

     off of Route 9W and NS Oak Street. Motion seconded by Councilman Ruggiero.
     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

     Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – abstain; 

     Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

     Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
9. JUSTICE COURT: Start Process to Hire Court Clerk

     Town Justice Richard Clarino requests approval to start the hiring process to fill
     the newly created vacancy of Court Clerk created by the resignation of Jill Sarlo.

     MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to approve starting the hiring process to fill

     the newly created vacancy of Court Clerk created by the resignation of

     Jill Sarlo. Motion seconded by Councilman Manley.

     VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

     Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – abstain; 

     Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

     Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
10. RECREATION DEPARTMENT: Approval to Hire Part Time Laborer (deleted item)
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11. ANIMAL CONTROL: Two T-94 Withdrawals

      A. Flannery Animal Hospital

           Cheryl Cunningham of Animal Control requests authorization to use the T-94 

           account to pay for veterinarian services from Flannery Animal Hospital
           for a total of $30.00 of which all were for canine services.

           MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to authorize the use of the T-94 

           account to pay for veterinarian services from Flannery Animal Hospital
           for a total of $30.00 of which all were for canine services.

           Motion seconded by Councilman Manley.
           VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

           Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – abstain; 

           Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

           Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
       B. Newburgh Veterinary Hospital

            Cheryl Cunningham of Animal Control requests authorization to use the T-94 

            account to pay for veterinarian services from Newburgh Veterinary Hospital

            for a total of $454.12 of which $153.15 were for canine services and

            $300.97 were for feline services.

            MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to authorize the use of the T-94 

            account to pay for veterinarian services from Newburgh Veterinary Hospital

            for a total of $454.12 of which $153.15 were for canine services and

            $300.97 were for feline services.  Motion seconded by Councilman Manley.
            VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

            Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – abstain; 

            Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

            Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
12. ETHICS BOARD: Two Committee Member Reappointments

       A. William G. Murphy Jr.

            MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to reappoint William G. Murphy Jr.

            to the Town of Newburgh Ethics Committee for a five year term which

            will expire July 31, 2025. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Greene.
            VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

            Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – abstain; 

            Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

            Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
       B. James L. Eberhart, Jr.
            MOTION made by Councilman Manley to reappoint James Eberhart

            to the Town of Newburgh Ethics Committee for a five year term which

            will expire July 31, 2025. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Greene.
            VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

            Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – abstain; 

            Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

            Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
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13. WORKSITE AGREEMENT: Summer Youth Employment Program

       MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to accept the Summer Youth Employment
       Agreement between the Town of Newburgh and Orange County. This agreement allows

       the Town to hire a high school student to work for the Town during the summer with
       Orange County paying the student’s wage.   Motion seconded by Councilman Ruggiero.
       VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

       Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – abstain; 

       Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

       Motion approved, 4 yes; 0 no; 1 abstain; 0 absent.    
14. AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR GPS LOCATOR (deleted item)
15. ANNOUNCEMENTS
      Town Supervisor Piaquadio wanted to clarify that the positions on the 
      Ethics Committee are voluntary non-payable positions. Town Supervisor Piaquadio
      also wanted to congratulate Anthony LoBiondo on Mr. LoBiondo’s appointment 
      as Councilman. Lastly, Town Supervisor Piaquadio commented that as a

      whole, New York State is doing well with the diminishing cases of 

      the coronavirus.

      Councilwoman Greene wants all residents to continue wearing their

      masks and stay healthy and also wanted to congratulate Anthony LoBiondo 

      on Mr. LoBiondo’s appointment as Councilman.
      Councilman Ruggiero also wanted to congratulate Anthony LoBiondo on 
      Mr. LoBiondo’s appointment as Councilman. Councilman Ruggiero also wanted to thank

      all the individuals who interviewed for the position of Councilperson.

      Councilman Manley congratulated  Anthony LoBiondo on Mr. LoBiondo’s
      appointment as Councilman. Councilman Manley also wanted to commend
      the Recreation Department for setting up some summer activities for residents.
16. PUBLIC COMMENTS

       Lauren Mandel of Rockwood Drive  informed the Town Board that she will soon
      be conducting NARCAN Training for the Town of Montgomery. Ms. Mandel also
      wanted to thank Councilman Manley for providing inexpensive surgical masks for

      the health organization for which Ms. Mandel works. Lastly, Ms. Mandel asked

      if the Town of Newburgh Police Department will be formulating a plan to create

      more diversity in their department hiring and to better communicate with the public

      although Ms. Mandel feels strongly that the Town of Newburgh Police do a wonderful job 

      dealing with the public. Town Supervisor Piaquadio pointed out that any hiring in

      the Police Department is regulated by Civil Service and are not discretionary

      selections. Town Supervisor Piaquadio also mentioned that the Governor has
      given all municipalities one year to re-develop the policies of their respective

      Police Departments.
      Richard Steger of Colden Hill Road wanted to thank the Town Board for
      interviewing him for the position of Councilperson.
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       Ernesto Tirado of Lakeside Road congratulated Anthony LoBiondo on 

       Mr. LoBiondo’s appointment as Councilman. Mr. Tirado also requested

       a list of the individuals who interviewed for the position of Councilperson.
17. ADJOURNMENT       
       MOTION made by Councilwoman Greene to adjourn the meeting at 7:39 p.m.

       Motion seconded by Councilman Manley.

       VOTE: Councilwoman Greene – yes; Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 

       Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; 

       Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. 

       Motion approved, 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.    
       Meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

                                                     ______________________________________
 Joseph P. Pedi
Town Clerk

      
