At A Public Meeting

of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 P.M.

on the 17th day of June, 2008

Roll Call:                Wayne C. Booth, Supervisor 

        George A. Woolsey, Councilman

                                Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Councilman

                                Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman

Absent:
        Derek N. Benedict, Councilman                                

Also Present:         Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town

                                James W. Osborne, Town Engineer

                                Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk

                                Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE:  This meeting was held in place of the meeting scheduled for Monday, June 16, 2008, which had to be postponed due to the severe storm and resultant power outage.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Meeting called to order at 7:09 p.m.

1.
ROLL CALL


The results of the Roll Call appear above.

2.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG & MOMENT OF SILENCE 



The pledge was led by Theresa Young of Mill Street.

3.
ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR AGENDA 


The following items were added to the agenda:


New 8C.  Part Time Seasonal Status Change


New 8D.  Seasonal Hires


New 11.   DISCUSSION: Idling of Town Vehicles
4.
COMMENTS ON ITEMS ON TONIGHT’S AGENDA

Theresa Young, Mill Street, had a concern about item # 7, stocking Orange Lake with carp. 

Supervisor Booth said Mr. Coppola will explain the benefit of the carp when he makes his presentation. This is a grant program that the Orange Lake Homeowners introduced and the Town Board supported.  
5.
PUBLIC HEARING (7:00 p.m.):  Accessory Apartment Zoning Amendment


Supervisor Booth asked Town Clerk Zarutskie if all of the proper postings and legal notices have been done for this Public Hearing at this time.

Town Clerk Zarutskie said notice of this hearing has been posted in the lobby of Town Hall since May 29, 2008, it was advertised in the Sentinel on June 3, 2008 and advertised in the Mid Hudson Times on June 4, 2008. This meets all of the legal requirements for this public hearing.  


MOTION was made at 7:13 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to open the public hearing regarding the accessory apartment zoning amendment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes. Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
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Supervisor Booth stated that this Local Law Amendment Chapter 185 entitled zoning of the code of the Town of Newburgh is for accessory apartments. 
 
Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town, said this Local Law implements a recommendation and a Comprehensive Plan update to simplify the approval process for accessory apartments. It eliminates the requirement that accessory apartments need to obtain a special permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals. Instead it requires accessory apartments to obtain a building permit from the Building Department for the construction and a separate certificate of occupancy. Accessory apartments are permitted in the R district and existing single family residences in the B and IB districts. There are certain criteria that have been established: 

1.  
The homeowner must reside on the premises.
2.   
The accessory apartment can not contain more than two bedrooms. 
3.   
The principle dwelling has to be at least 5 years old.
The standards for the accessory apartment are as follows:

1. 
The dwelling must meet the new requirements of the zoning law.
2.
There must be at least one additional parking space available for the accessory apartment.
3.
There must be adequate water supply and sewer disposal.

4. 
It most be at least 450 square feet and no more than 770 square feet.

Supervisor Booth asked if the Board members had any questions.

Councilwoman Greene asked if the accessory apartment had to be in the sewer district or just have adequate leach fields.
Mr. Taylor said either applies, but the leach fields must be certified by an Engineer.

Councilman Woolsey asked if there was a limitation on the amount of people that can live in the accessory apartments. 

Mr. Taylor said that an amount has not been imposed in the code. 

Councilman Woolsey said it is his opinion that strict guidelines must be put in the code regarding how many people can live in an accessory apartment. 

Mr. Taylor said one of the purposes of the accessory apartment law is to address the need for affordable housing. The Board can include this provision, but a separate public hearing must be held.

Councilman Piaquadio has concerns about the owner of the residence not residing in the home. 

Councilman Woolsey said this is the first time these two issues have been brought to Mr. Taylor’s attention. 

Supervisor Booth opened the hearing up for public comments. 

Jay Coppola, Orange Lake, asked if the accessory apartments can become a multi-family home in the R1 zone.
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Mr. Taylor said that was correct. 

Mr. Coppola said he is a strong supporter of changing the Orange Lake zoning to R1. There is an offender in their area that has a single family residence that is home for many families. He agrees with Councilman Woolsey and Councilman Piaquadio in that this amendment will make these situations legal.
Mr. Taylor said Councilman Woolsey’s and Councilman Piaquadio’s concerns will be addressed by the Board members before this resolution is signed. 
Supervisor Booth asked if there were any comments from the public, no one came forward. 
MOTION to close this public hearing was made at 7:29 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.


Supervisor Booth said there will be no action taken tonight for the Resolution of SEQR designation and determination: adoption of a proposed Local Law amending chapter 185 entitled Zoning of the Code of the Town of Newburgh Accessory Apartments.

6.
PUBLIC HEARING (7:15 p.m.):  Regulation of Clothing Bins 

Supervisor Booth asked Deputy Town Clerk Deborah Smith, filling in for Town Clerk Zarutskie, who excused himself from the meeting temporarily, if  all of the proper postings and legal notices have been done for this Public Hearing at this time.

Ms. Smith replied this item has been posted in the lobby of Town Hall since May 30, 2008, advertised in the Sentinel on June 3, 2008 and the Mid Hudson Times on June 4, 2008. This meets all of the legal requirements.

MOTION was made at 7:30 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to open the Public Hearing amending Chapter 95 entitled Dumpsters and Garbage of the Code of the Town of Newburgh: Clothing Bin Containers. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

Supervisor Booth said this Resolution was brought about due to the increase of clothing bins that are being distributed on commercial lots throughout the Town. 
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Mark Taylor said this Local Law will require a permit for clothing bin containers and implements further restrictions on the location of the clothing bins. The permit requirement is restricted to:

1. Entities or organizations that have a tax status under Section 501(C) (3)              
    of the Internal Revenue Code.

2. Town of Newburgh Fire Districts.
3. The Town of Newburgh Ambulance Corps. 

4. Veterans’ organizations with premises in the Town of Newburgh.

There will be no fee for the application or the permit and the Building Inspector is responsible for approving the permit. The clothing bins must include the name, address and telephone number of the person, entity or organization who applied for the permit and the owner of the location at which the container is being placed. The bin is restricted to commercial lots and must be fifty feet from the road. 
Supervisor Booth asked if the Board members had any questions. 
Councilman Piaquadio asked Mr. Taylor if there was a limit on how many clothing bins could be on a property, if not, one should be considered.
Mr. Taylor said he would look into this matter.

Councilman Woolsey wants a restriction on the distance between the clothing bins. 
Supervisor Booth asked the public if they had any questions. 

There were no questions from the audience.
MOTION was made at 7:39 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to close this Public Hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.

Supervisor Booth stated there will be no action taken tonight to amend Chapter 95 entitled Dumpsters and Garbage of the Code of the Town of Town of Newburgh: Clothing Bin Containers. 
7.
ORANGE LAKE HOMEOWNERS: Update on Grant and Carp Stocking


Jay Coppola, Orange Lake Civic Association, submitted a letter to thank the Town Board for all their help, support and direction for obtaining permits from the DEC and the stocking of Triploid Carp to eradicate the invasive eurasian milfoil weed growing in Orange Lake. (see attached letter) Mr. Coppola said that Mike Gesmundo, who is the president of the Orange Lake Homeowners and Chairman of the Board of the Wallkill Savings and Loan, wanted to be present tonight but had another commitment. 
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8.
RECREATION:


A.
Hiring of Chauffeur


MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the request dated June 10, 2008, submitted by Robert Petrillo, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation & Conservation, to hire a part time chauffeur for the Town’s Dial-A-Bus and Senior Transportation programs. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.


B.
Hiring of Recreation Aide


Supervisor Booth said the position of Recreation Aide has been posted by the Town and Mr. Petrillo is recommending Amanda Weidkam for this position.

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to approve the request dated June 10, 2008, submitted by Robert Petrillo to hire Amanda Weidkam as a full time Recreation Aide. The start date is July 3, 2008 at a pay rate of $12.27 per hour. Funding for this position is available in account number 7310-0100. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.


DISCUSSION: Councilman Woolsey said the money for this position is in the Recreation Budget but it is in the wrong account. He asked that the Board transfer the money to the appropriate account at the June 25th Audit Meeting.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.


C.
(add on) Part Time Seasonal Status Change
MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the request dated June 12, 2008, submitted by Robert Petrillo, to change Bryan Wilson’s status from part time laborer to seasonal Health Director at Camp Chadwick. The start date will be June 19th with an ending date of September 1st , at an hourly rate of $10.00 per hour. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.


D.
(add on) Seasonal Hires
MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the request dated June 12, 2008, submitted by Mr. Petrillo, to hire Courtney Stellway and Kara Coffey to the position of Seasonal Recreation Aide. The hire date is June 19th with an ending date of September 1, 2008, at a pay rate of $7.15 each.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
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9.
ANIMAL CONTROL:  Hiring of Custodial Worker

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to approve the request dated June 9, 2008, submitted by Mary Meyer, Animal Control Officer, to hire Rosemarie Becker as a part time Custodial Worker. The start date is June 19, 2008 at a pay rate of $10.00 per hour. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
10.
DISCUSSION: Hotel-Motel Tax

Supervisor Booth said that in 2001 Councilman Woolsey introduced a Hotel-Motel Tax for the Town of Newburgh. The Town Board endorsed this action and pursued a Home Rule Act through the State Legislator for a Local Law. This action was rejected by the Assembly. The Town has asked the County for their support. It is his understanding that the County is going to introduce its own bill to establish a Hotel-Motel Tax. 
Councilman Woolsey said in 2001 this bill was introduced and approved by the Town Board. Senator Larkin had the bill passed in the Senate but it failed in the Assembly because one of the Legislators in Ulster County did not want any more taxes imposed. Since then, Ulster County has reintroduced a Hotel-Motel Tax, which was not passed in the Assembly. Councilman Woolsey has talked to Senator Larkin and has been assured if this bill is passed by the Assembly it will be passed in the Senate. The Town’s Attorney has been diligent in reintroducing this item every year. Mr. Woolsey said he has read in the newspapers that the County is now trying to have a Hotel-Motel Tax passed with the money to be spent on Tourism. The Town of Newburgh wants part of this money used to relieve some of taxes for the Town’s taxpayers. The tax is generated from tourists and the residents of the Town of Newburgh do not contribute to this tax unless they rent a motel room in the Town.
Councilman Piaquadio is in favor of the Hotel-Motel Tax. He sees it as a benefit because of the number of hotels that are in the Town of Newburgh.

Councilman Woolsey said the Town provides police and fire protection as well as Mobile Life for these motels and the Town deserves part of the tax that is collected. 

Councilwoman Greene said this tax would be a great help for the taxpayers in the Town of Newburgh. 

Councilman Piaquadio said the Town imposed a Local Law for speed cameras. It has never passed the Transportation Committee. Just recently there was an editorial in the news about an assemblyman in Rochester, who is the chairman of the Transportation Committee. He was totally against speed cameras, but a lobbyist and friend has changed his mind.  
Councilman Woolsey said what the public can do to help is send letters to the editor, Senators Larkin and Monahan and Assemblymen Kirwin and Cahill in favor of these bills.

Councilwoman Greene said anyone needing addresses should contact Town Clerk Zarutskie.
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11.
(add on) DISCUSSION:  Idling of Town Vehicles
Councilman Piaquadio said he asked to have this item put on the agenda. He asked the Board members their opinions on having a restriction on the idling of Town vehicles and asked Supervisor Booth to write a memo to all department heads stating that there will be no idling of Town vehicles unless absolutely necessary. 

Supervisor Booth is in favor of the memo.

Councilman Woolsey and Councilwoman Greene said this was a good idea and are in favor of saving fuel.   
12.
(former 11)
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS

Supervisor Booth said last night there was severe storm causing major devastation through out the Town of Newburgh. Thankfully there were no serious injuries. Supervisor Booth commended the Town’s Fire Departments, the Ambulance Corps., the Police Department, the Town’s Highway crews and Central Hudson’s crews for all of their great efforts and a job well done. Supervisor Booth thanked the Town of New Windsor for sending their crews to assist the Town and said it was nice to see neighbor helping neighbor.
Councilwoman Greene said it would be nice to send letters to everyone thanking them for their efforts. Supervisor Booth agreed.

Town Clerk Zarutskie stated his office will be open Saturday June 21st from 9 a.m. until noon. Tony Marino will be in the lobby of Town Hall to talk to anyone who has County issues. This is the last Saturday the Clerk’s Office will be open until Labor Day. He also announced that the Town Board is starting its summer schedule.
Copies of the meeting schedule were available for distribution in the back of the room.

Councilwoman Greene said Thursday, July 3rd, is the Town’s Community Day. She invited everyone to come and enjoy the event. 
13.
(former 12)
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Bill Corbin, Fleetwood Drive, addressed the Board in regards to a building permit issued for 1 Fleetwood Drive. He has concerns for the general safety and welfare of residents in the area entering and exiting the Fleetwood Development. (see attached references) He is asking the Town to take action and put a stop order so they can determine if this house conforms to the Town’s zoning codes. 

Supervisor Booth told Mr. Corbin that he forwarded the documents he gave him to Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town. The documents will be looked at and then they will follow up with Mr. Corbin.

Mark Taylor said there is another avenue. Aggrieved parties have the ability to apply to the Zoning Board of Appeals for an interpretation of the validity of the issuances of the Building Permit. There is a sixty day time frame from the date of filing of the administrator’s decision from the date that they should have known the decision was rendered. 
Councilman Woolsey said that he met with Mr. and Mrs. Corbin Sunday evening to discuss this situation and spoke to Supervisor Booth and Mark Taylor about what was discussed. It is his understanding that the variance that was denied was not in the original plan and is a bigger building.  He advised them to bring their concerns to this Town Board Meeting.
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Residents of Fleetwood Development voiced concerns about the condition of Parkwood Drive, Briarwood Crescent, Crestwood Court, Birchwood Lane and .Presswood Drive. They want these roads repaired. They also have concerns about speeding cars in the Fleetwood Development.  

Don Quill, Fleetwood Drive, said the fire hydrant on the corner of Fleetwood Drive does not have any water pressure. 

Supervisor Booth said the Town is aware of this problem and has plans for repairs. The residents of Fleetwood Development will be notified in writing when the repairs are going to be done. 
Supervisor Booth is going to see if the roads mentioned are on the Highway Department’s list of repairs. 

Supervisor Booth asked if there were any other questions and thanked everyone for coming.

14.
(former 13)
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION was made at 8:49 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey. 
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – absent; Councilman Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.

Motion passed: 4 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 1 absent.
Meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
___________________________      _______________________________
                 Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk      Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk

