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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE

MS. HAI NES: Good evening, |adies
and gentlemen. 1'd like to wel cone you to
t he Town of Newburgh Pl anning Board neeting
of February 5, 2009. We'Ill call the neeting
to order with a roll call vote starting with
Frank Galli .

MR. GALLI: Present.

MR. MENNERI CH: Present.

MR. PROFACI: Here.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Present.

M5. HAINES: Thank you. The Pl anning
Board has experts that provide input and advice
to help the Board in reaching various SEQRA
determ nations. | ask that they introduce
t hensel ves at this tine.

VR. DONNELLY: M chael Donnellvy,
Pl anni ng Board Attorney.

M5. CONERO M chel | e Coner o,
St enogr apher.

MR. CANFI ELD: Jerry Canfield, Town of
Newbur gh Fire Inspector.

MR. COCKS: Bryant Cocks, Pl anning
Consul tant, Garling Associ ates.

MS. ARENT: Karen Arent, Landscape
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 3
Archi tectural Consultant.

MR. WERSTED: Ken Wersted, Creighton,
Manni ng Engi neering, Traffic Consultant.

M5. HAINES: Now I'Il turn the neeting
over to Joe Profaci

MR. PROFACI: Please join us in a
salute to the flag

(Pl edge of All egiance.)

MR. PROFACI: If you have any cel
phones, please turn themoff. Thank you.

M5. HAINES: Tonight on the agenda we
have Gonez MII| House. It is a conceptual site
plan | ocated on MI| House Road east of Route 9W
It is in an AR and an AR/ O zone and it's being
represented by Peter Karis.

MS. ABRAHAMS: (Good evening, |adies and
gentlenen. M nane is Dr. Ruth Abrahans, |I'mthe
executive director of the Gonez Foundation M|
House whi ch owns and operates the Gonez M|
House. This is Peter Karis from Hudson & Pacific
Design who will be speaking to the technical
design and to the design that we're proposing.

As a brief introduction for those of

you who are not famliar with the Gonez MI |
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GOMEZ M LL HOUSE 4
House and its history, it is a nearly

t hree-hundred year old site, one of the fewin
the country, that is a historic site and nuseum
It was founded in 17 -- 1705 -- 1714 by Luis
Gonez who received a denization to |ive and work
inthe United States in 1705 from Queen Ann.

Over the period of three hundred years, unlike
nost historic sites which have one historic event
of notable -- of note or one notable famly who
lived on the site or in the house which is now a
museum we had five. And so unlike a site which
per haps was one of the stops on the underground
rail road or Washi ngton slept here type of
historic site, we actually had five significant

hi storic owners who contributed uni que --
uniquely to the history or to the phil osophy of
the United States of American beginning with Luis
Gonez who was a Jew sh col onial |eader, to

Wl fert Acker who was a Dutch col oni al | eader
here in the United States and at the post
Revol uti onary War was a nerchant and created a
smal |l industry here. W then had the Arnstrongs
who purchased the property, becane fanous for the

Danskamrer Mansion. They were a wealthy cl ass
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 5
famly. W had Dard Hunter who was a renowned
artist of the Roy Carter arts & crafts novenent
who built the paper mll which is world renowned.
Then we ended Wth a social activist by the nane
of Mark DeQueenan. And conbi ned t hat

t hree- hundred year history -- then we had a | ocal
famly actually, MIldred Starin, and she had

rai sed her famly -- she and her husband raised
their famly at the MIIl House until 1979 when
she approached decedents of Luis Gonez who were
in New York and suggested that they purchase the
property fromher and create a nuseum She had
previously gotten it on the national register of
hi storic houses.

This year marks the 13th anniversary of
the sale of the nuseumand its creation as a --
sale of the property and the creation of the
museum which we're very delighted, which we'll
be cel ebrating throughout the year in
conjunction, of course, with the quadricentenni al
of Hudson -- Hudson's trip up the Hudson

Alittle bit of background. W
purchased the Wodward property that this project

is being proposed for in 2001 with the assistance
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GOMEZ M LL HOUSE 6
of a State EPF grant, and in conjunction with
Sceni ¢ Hudson and New York State through
easenents which -- and also wth the support of
the Town of Newburgh who submtted a resol ution

i n support of the project and where we are today.
We are mandated by the State and by the easenent
to provide public recreation space on that
property, which we are trying to do through the
desi gn and through the planned progranm ng that

wi |l be subsequent to its conclusion. W hope to
do that this year so that we can nove on this in
a nunber of directions, both for the public and
for our programm ng, and our adm nistrative needs
frankly.

We provide a nunber of services that
wll be in addition to the public space in the
community here. [It's recreation space, trails,
all kinds of recreation use that you'll see on
that and that Peter wll describe. W also
provi de, as you know or as you may know, an
educational site for the public. W bring a |ot
of tourismto the area. For those of you who are
famliar with our third grade programw th the

Newbur gh School system from April until June,
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 7
we' re begi nning our fourteenth season this com ng
April, we have about a thousand children cone

t hrough the MII| House three days a week from
April until June fromthe Newburgh School s.

So we're delighted to be here, we thank
you for your attention to this issue and we | ook
forward to working with you.

Now Peter, please.

MR. KARIS: M. Chairman, Menbers of
the Board, |'m Peter Karis, I'ma |icensed
| andscape architect from Hudson & Pacific Design
out of Saugerties, New York. W' ve been working
with Ruth on this project for about four years
Now.

As Ruth said, we're nmandated to provide
public access to this public recreation |and.

The property is broken up into two
parcels. One contains the historic core of the
property that's been owned by Gonmez for hundreds
of years, and the parcel that was recently
pur chased t hrough conjunction of grants and with
the State is what we call the Wodward parce
which is this large, old agricultural piece, it's

about sixteen acres that contains portions of two
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 8
orchards and a big open field in the mddle, and
direct access to the huge creek. M|l House Road
bi sects the Gonez property through here and then
continues on to the Town of Marl boro.

Qur proposal -- we're trying to keep
this very, very sinple froma site plan
perspective and from a defaned devel opnent
perspective. W're trying to incorporate a |ot
of the best site or the better site managenent
principles the DEC is putting forth with their
st ormnvat er managenent. Qur access is proposed
off M1l House Road | ocated next to an existing
residential driveway. W're comng parallel to
the property line into a | arge turnaround and
drop-off area, not only for people visiting but
for buses. W're providing sone drop off and bus
par ki ng space at a critical point for safe
unl oadi ng of specifically school children that
visit the site quite often through the sumer
nmont hs or through the spring and fall nonths as
part of their program

Connection to the historic house wl|
be fromtwo |ocations. The first will be a snall

trail connection out through what we're calling
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GOMEZ M LL HOUSE 9
the Tollman Gove. W're going to create --
there's sone existing pine trees |ocated up in
this corner of the property. W're going to
expand upon that and create an evergreen -- an
area of evergreen trees that eventually wll
beconme -- it'll be an exciting area to cone and
expl ore the covered evergreen area. The second
connection is an ADA conpliant access trail that
cones off adjacent to the drop-off area and w nds
its way down to MI| House Road. As | said, this
will be ADA conpliant. [It's a series of snal
stone retaining walls and railings. This is
really going to provide us the opportunity to
have sone interpretive panels, and that w |
beconme an educational tool as you enter the
historic core of the property. Essentially as
you conme to park you can experience the history
of CGonmez before you get to the historic core
area. That's the idea. W've tried to
i ncorporate, as | said, a lot of these |owinpact
devel opnent strategi es.

The parking lot is sloped to a
bi oretention area in the center of the parking

lot. We wanted to have an inpervious parKking
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 10
pavenent system There's been sone nention of
gravel in the nenos. | don't think that we're
married to gravel but | know that we don't want
asphalt. Because of the intensity, the | ow
intensity use and the amount of visitors that
come, we think that this is a prine opportunity
to start to get away fromthose ten-foot w de
par ki ng spaces and seas of asphalt and try to be
nore sensitive to the lay of the land and reduce
our inpervious footprint, increase green space
and, you know, highlight the hydrol ogy of the
site.

Potentially there will be flow ng water
com ng through a series of bio-swales and
cataracts. As you conme down the trail there wll
be views back. It's going to becone quite an
entry experience into the property.

We're al so proposi ng nodest
i nprovenents around the Gonez MI| House itself.
First and forenost is an ADA trail up to the back
which is where the main entrance to the house is.
The second are inprovenents to the existing
circular driveway and the reclamation of the

expansi ve gravel to | awn, soneplace for a tent
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GOMEZ M LL HOUSE 11
that could be put up if there's an event.

Al so, off the main proposed parking
area we can grade out a flat space to put up a
tent if there's sone kind of event that warrants
it and to have an overfl ow parking area.
Essentially it's going to be part of the field
but it's an area designated if we need additional
par ki ng spaces for a special occasion.

In a nutshell that's it. 1"l just
|l eave it to the Board for their consultants and
guesti ons.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN.  Comment s from Board
Menbers. Frank Galli?

MR. GALLI: (Garbage disposal, dunpster
areas?

MR. KARIS: That wll all be taken care
of over at the current MII| House.

MR. GALLI: Wen they get off the buses
and stuff they have to carry --

MR. KIRAS: W can certainly
i ncorporate sone refuse storage and receptacl es.

MR. GALLI: Bathroons?

MR. KARIS: Hopefully in the big

picture, it's a tenporary situation, we's like to
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GOMEZ M LL HOUSE 12
put a couple Port-a-Johns on a screened pad j ust
to have a place for people that get off the bus
to use a rest roomand not overload the system
that's in the building which is -- you know, this
is a house, it's not set up for a |l ot of people.
Utimately the goal would be to put in sonme kind
of conposting rest roomsystem There are
conpani es that sell pre-packaged rest room
bui l dings, they're all conposting, there's no
water use. There's a system bel ow that buil ding.
We've used it successfully throughout a couple --

DR. ABRAHAMS: If | may add, the
portabl e Johns we're tal king about are not those
l[ittle blue things. W're tal king about
sonet hing you woul d see on the golf course. It's
set up for tenporary use but it will be a nicer
public space other than what you see at
construction sites.

MR. GALLI: How many buses wll the
par ki ng | ot hol d?

MR. KARI'S: Two.

MR, GALLI: Two. Once they get off the
bus and start walking the trails how do they get

fromthe road down to the house?
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 13
MR. KARI'S: They're wal king on the road
to the house or they're taking the native
Anerican trail
MR. KARI'S: The native trail, you know,
connects to the road, then there's a snal
section that they' Il be wal king on the road and
then up the driveway to the house.
"1l just point out currently buses
unl oad at Route 9Wand ki ds wal k down MI| House

Road, which, you know, has its own safety

concerns.
MR, GALLI: It's closed right now.
MR. KARIS: It's closed right now and
M Il House Road is not your standard road. It's

steep, it's narrow, it's --

MR. GALLI: The only concern | would
have is the kids walking on the road if they ever
opened it up.

DR. ABRAHAMS: That's why we al so have
the parallel native American discovery trai
which parallels the interpretive trail fromthe
parking lot to the main site.

MR. KARIS: W really tried to mnimze

that with that potential conflict. W've
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 14
recogni zed that. There are swales that conme down
both sides of MI| House Road that dunp into the
creek, and we're just trying to mnimze that.

MR. GALLI: That's all | have.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN  Ken Mennerich?

MR. MENNERI CH: The new parki ng area,
woul d that be used in the winter nonths?

DR. ABRAHAMS: Sure. W are nandated
-- this is essentially a public park space which
is part of the easenent requirenent that we have
wth the State. So it would be open defined
times, probably like, you know, 10 to 4 or 8 to
4, sonething like that. W're entitled to set
those tines for the public space. So during the
winter it would be open for cross country skiing
or whatever people want to do on the site.

MR. KARIS: The larger picture with the
Whodward parcel is -- this provides the gathering
pl ace for this property to be used by the public,
whether it be for formal trails or sone kind of
ot her active recreational opportunity.

MR. MENNERI CH. | guess in considering
the surface you would want to put in that parking

area, | think you have to keep in mnd you are
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 15
going to use it in the winter and snowpl ows can
really rip up things |like gravel

MR. KARIS: Right. W're still
i nvestigating the technique that we'd really like
to use on that surface. That's shortcomng wth
our stormnater report. It could be a conbination
of asphalt and a pervi ous pavenent system sone
conbi nati on of the two.

DR. ABRAHAMS: The State has inforned
us we have sone | eeway when we open and close it.
Getting in -- just as with the MII| House, we
cl ose when the weather is too inclenent. That's
why we're not open from Novenber 1st until Apri
15th every year, because it's just inpossible to
get to the house with the ice, even when we pl ow
It's a dangerous situation. So regarding that,
we coul d speak to the State about whether it's
open or closed during the nonth, at your will go
in, that type of thing, and whether we're
required to plow during the winter nonths or not
based that relationship. W can explore that for
sure.

MR. MENNERICH. At this point you

really don't know for sure, you m ght be cl osed?
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 16

DR. ABRAHAMS: R ght. They told us
informally that it's sort of at our will as |ong
as the public can get in during reasonable tines
and reasonable usage. So it's alittle bit gray
in ternms of the specifics of what they expect.
can try to get themto pinpoint that a little
nore. W like the leeway frankly. They're not
payi ng for any of this so we have to provide all
of the support for it, but they have been pretty
good about what they've been saying to us so far.
| can get themto clarify what our obligations
are during the winter nonths and during incl enent
weat her, whether it remains publicly open and our
responsibility to provide the parking or use it
at will type of thing which sone parks have.

MR. MENNERI CH:  Who plows the main road
com ng down?

DR. ABRAHAMS: | believe the Town does.
We have private plowers that cone in our driveway
and around the back but | believe the Town pl ows
t he Town road.

MR. MENNERI CH. At sone point can you
address what your thoughts are relative to that

road, how it would be --
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GOMEZ M LL HOUSE 17
DR. ABRAHAVS: Well | know historically
when we purchased the | and there was a resol ution
that essentially said we should -- they will --
they're approving this with the idea that it wll
becone a private road down the road, they would
like us to turn it into a private road we woul d
then be responsible for. | think we had all the
intentions of doing that had we started earlier
and found funding for this project, and then of
course the culvert went out up the road on Ad
Post Road and M || House becane extrenely active
as an alternative, and there was a nei ghborly
i ssue about whether we would go forward with
closing it or not. W didn't. And then through
all that use our little bridge went out. | nean
it just underm ned. The heavy traffic that was
-- the road was unused and certainly not built
for that. 1t gave way and so now both of them
are out. | understand they're finally getting
started on the A d Post one after five or six
years. W still have to wait to see what happens
with the little bridge we have. It was
underm ned by the increased anobunt of traffic

t hat cane over unexpectedly. And frankly, the
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 18
additional traffic created problens for us. At

| east twice a year we had our stonewall knocked
down in certain places that we had to then

repair.

MR. MENNERICH: | think it's a very
uni que site you have there.

DR. ABRAHAMS: It is.

MR. MENNERICH: This looks like it
woul d make a nice addition to it.

DR. ABRAHAMS: We think so. W think
it wll add to the value of it as a local site in
ternms of its usage, and as we said for
recreational. | think also froman educati onal
poi nt of view we can have nore people cone and
have ot her kinds of events that are not terribly
di sruptive but a little nore than what we' ve been
able to do.

MR. MENNERI CH. Two bus spots are --
you never woul d have nore than two bus | oads
comng in at a tine, like the third grade
pr ogr anf?

DR. ABRAHAMS: You know, we've never
prepared for anything | arger because we've never

had parking, so we've been limted in the anount
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 19
of public relations we can do for the site
frankly because of the |lack of parking. It's
been a deterrent for having visitors conme as
other sites have. W project that we have not
seen nore than one bus cone at a tine with
visitors that stay up on 9W W schedul e tours
SO -- and we have a limted staff. W wouldn't
want to have nore than -- you know, even now we
have eighty kids in a day. You know, three days
in arowfor six weeks straight, we have to have
-- we only have two or three staff people
handling all that. So we have a limtation on
our ability to do things. W're a small site.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Joe Prof aci ?

MR. PROFACI: How visible will the cars
be fromthe house?

DR. ABRAHAMS: From our house or from
the residential house?

MR. PROFACI: From your house.

DR. ABRAHAMS: | don't think they' |l be
visible at all. The eighteen-acre core site is
in -- what would you call it again? It's down in

the little valley. You have maybe in the w nter

-- | don'"t even think in the winter you' d see it.
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 20
There's a beautiful tree grouping that bl oons
nicely and it's up on the hill. You can't see it
at all.

MR. PROFACI: | would Iike to see it
that way. As a historical building you woul dn't
want to see the cars.

And what's your tineline for this? How
are you projecting --

DR. ABRAHAMS: W' ve received a
sizeable State grant. Al going well, if it goes
t hrough quickly, it's possible they won't see the
nmoney sitting there and try to say why is --

MR. KARI'S: The rel ease of the funding
is tied to a SEQRA determ nation

DR. ABRAHAMS: They're not giving us
our contract until that's finished. W have a
$500, 000 grant fromthe State to produce this
plan and we would |ike to break ground in the
spring as soon as possible and have it conpl eted
by the fall, have a ribbon cutting cerenony
sonetinme in Septenber, COctober at the latest. W
think that's very doabl e.

MR. PROFACI: Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  Currently you had
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 21
had how many peopl e?

DR. ABRAHAMS: Visit us?

CHAI RVAN EVWASUTYN:  Yes.

DR. ABRAHAMS: About 3,000 to 4,000 a
year, which 1,000 are the children.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  What |'m having a
difficulty with is the planning of it, the
current proposed events and the future proposed
events. Since you've said you' ve been working on
it for four years, |I'malso hearing you saying
that we're not sure as to who and what we're
going to accommodat e, what the events may be, and
| think you nust have sonmething in mnd and
that's what -- again, the Port-a-Johns, however
exclusive they are, are tenporary and at sone
point in tinme you plan on upgrading themto
accommodate for so nmany peopl e.

The tents, what are you projecting that
you may have tents for? My you be having
weddi ngs? My you be having graduation parties?
| question whether or not you have the build out,
even what you' re show ng there to accommodate
your present use, and right now !l don't see it

working. |'mnot saying |I'm opposed to the
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 22
project. | don't see it working because when
hear about the potential for people comng to see
it and as the site begins to grow | don't know --
| don't see the plan or hear the plan to
accommodate the growh. At sone point in tine
this will have to be referred to the ZBA, and at
sonme point in time there's going to have to be an
under st andi ng of what the total use m ght be.

| "' m going back to the planner or the
desi gner to speak on sone of these questions if
you don't m nd.

DR. ABRAHAMS: Not at all.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Bring ne through --
visually I can't see it all happening. Visually
maybe |'m m ssing sonet hi ng.

MR. KARIS: Fromny understanding | see
potentially there may be two events a year where
a tent would be put up to accommodate a hundred
peopl e.

DR. ABRAHAMS: W currently have a tent
that we have up every year on the main green, and
t hat accommobdat es about seventy-five people
maxi mum | woul d say under the tent itself. W

were planning on this to redirect that to the
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GOMEZ M LL HOUSE 23
back of the house if people wanted to use a tent
for nmeetings, for an event so that the visual
flowis not as disturbed as it is now when we
have that tent up. That's the first thing.
We're not tal king about major concerts or things
of that sort. W're talking primarily snal
weddi ngs. Yes, that would be nice for us to have
as a source of incone for sure. W get
guestioned -- we get referrals all year long for
that. W say we don't have bat hroons, we can't
accommodat e you. They could put themup
suppose but as the site currently exists we do
not feel that it's appropriate for us to try to
handle. This new plan would allow us to
accommodat e a coupl e weddi ngs.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  That's the nmenu |
want to wal k dowmn with you. | want to be
speci fic because | think you're creative and |
want to be able to visualize that yes, |'m going
to have weddi ngs.

There's parking enough for thirty-two
vehi cl es.

DR. ABRAHAMS: Ri ght.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: | think that's a
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GOVEZ M LL HOUSE 24
rather small wedding if only thirty-two people
can park, and then you' re tal ki ng about possibly
the overflow. |Is there going to be a |inousine
type vehicle that's going to bring people to the
weddi ng? Sonetines the intensity of use as it's
originally proposed to a Planning Board is
di scussed in a manner that is going to be very
casual, very sinple. As the experience begins to
be enjoyed and the word begins to spread, then
t he nunbers increase. 1'd like to think of
pl anni ng not so much as to what is happening
today but what the potential is to see that when
we eventually approve it or go through a SEQRA
determ nation, that we have given it a hard | ook,
and that's what I'mtrying to understand. It's
significant.

WIIl there be an adm ssion fee to cone
her e?

DR. ABRAHAMS: W have one now.

CHAl RMVAN EWASUTYN.  Ckay. |I'd just
like to know that.

DR. ABRAHAMS: W currently have an
adm ssions fee to tour the house. W do not

require people to have to pay an adm ssions fee
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to cone to the property. They can cone, picnic
on the green. That's a public service that we
have.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN. Where woul d t hey
picnic? WII you have picnic tables here?

DR. ABRAHAMS: W put the tent up every
year and people can picnic. |It's casual at this
poi nt .

MR. KARIS: [I'msorry. Wen she says
the green she nmeans the open grass area right
near the MI| House.

CHAl RVAN EWASUTYN:  And there are
tabl es there now?

DR. ABRAHAMS: We have them avail abl e
and we have chairs available. W put a couple up
and dependi ng on how many people conme, a couple
nmore. W have a program every Sunday -- al nost
every Sunday called Sunday at MI| House. W get
about anywhere fromten to forty people who show
up.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Are you | ooking to
i ncrease your attendance?

DR. ABRAHAMS: W are | ooking.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN. By what percent age?
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DR. ABRAHAMS: | would say we would
like to, over the course of the year -- over the
course of the whole season | would say we would
like to increase it at least by fifty percent
nor e.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  So fifty percent
goes from approxinmately 3,000 to --

DR ABRAHAMS: Maybe 4, 500.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN.  Maybe we' Il j ust
bring it a step further. W go from3,000 to
6, 000.

DR. ABRAHAMS: That woul d be great.

MR. KARI'S: That's a hundred percent.

DR. ABRAHAMS: That's a hundred
per cent, though.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: | agree with you.
That optimsmis great and that would be great.
This is what we're trying to ook at to see are
you, can we and are we inplenenting the necessary
tools to accommodate this. |If not, then we're
going to have vehicles parked all over the place,
we're not going to have enough trash di sposal
units for the trash, we're not going to have

enough Port-a-Johns. It's nore your problem but
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sitting here trying to be creative with you
i ke to begin thinking those things through.

DR. ABRAHAMS: | think on an average we
woul d not be seeing that nmuch nore comng in on a
general basis per day as it cones through. [If we
get ten, fifteen, twenty people on -- say before
the sumer holiday, fromApril until June 30th
we can get maybe anywhere from-- we have a group
t hat books, |ike we have a group from
Poughkeepsi e cone or sonething of that sort. W
get a bus load of forty people generally and then
we split theminto two. That's contai ned and we
project for that and we know what we have to
provide for them Over the course of the seven
nmonths we're open it's spread out pretty nuch,
and we have sone hot times. For instance, in the
fall we have -- now they're com ng throughout the
summer but for awhile they were com ng in August
and Septenber, an elder group for a nunber of
weeks on end. So we would have just in that two
nmont hs maybe 400 peopl e go through, but not every
day. Not on one day. 30 one day, 20 another day
and maybe 40 anot her day, and they cone and go

fromthat pattern. Then we would have periods in
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July when it's very hot where we get like 5
peopl e a day.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: Do you put this out
to -- how do you advertise this, and then based
upon how it's advertised do you -- can you really
control the anmount of people that m ght decide to
cone in?

DR. ABRAHAMS: | think we can't control
it. | think throughout the Hudson Valley we're a
maj or historic magnet. You go to anything from
the smal |l er Roosevelt -- the El eanor Roosevelt
house to even the Roosevelt Mansion, or QRO
Village or sonething where you have a | ot nore
pl ay than we do, they go through the sane peri ods
up and down, and of course you have the econony
playing into this. W advertise every year in
t he Hudson Vall ey Gui de, which has, as you know,
all the stops. W place advertisenents in the
| ocal newspapers and we al so have themin other
papers occasionally. W don't have a | ot of
money to play with here. The Hudson Vall ey takes
a big chunk of our advertising budget. W try to
pl ace stories in papers fromthe city and

t hroughout the Hudson Vall ey, and we get picked
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up every so often as a unique place on the web --
I nternet and ot her places. W have the 300th
anniversary of the site. W're going to be

pi cking up public relations on that benchmark
because it's really one of the unique aspects in
the country. |'mputting together a |ist of
other 300 plus sites in the country. There
aren't many. We would like to capitalize on that
of course, and we'll see how that goes. CQur
class of nuseuns, the small nuseuns, and we're
not a npjor site, a big site in that sense. W
have a big story to tell but as a draw | would
say if we got 6,000 a year, that would be a | ot
for us.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  We're going to have
to talk this through. Again Mke eventually wll
summarize it, Jerry wll summarize it as far as
the bul k uses, what's permtted, what has to go
before the ZBA. Mke is nmuch better, M ke
Donnel ly, the Attorney, at explaining what m ght
have to be spelled out specifically to help the
Zoni ng Board of Appeals cone to a decision

"Il turn it over to other Menbers, our

consultant team Jerry Canfield. Jerry.
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MR. CANFI ELD: As the Chairman had
said, one of the first and forenost things that
needs to be determned is what classification is
this project. As you may be aware, this is
what' s known as an AR Zone. All of the uses --
many of the uses that you had nentioned are not
permtted by our bulk use tables, which neans
that you will nost definitely at some point in
time need to go to the Zoni ng Board and address
that for perhaps a use variance, or, B, at |east
an interpretation of what your proposal is.
Ckay.

In the work session what we had al so
briefly touched on, and this is ny second big
i ssue, is the Town of Newburgh engages in a
national flood insurance managenent program which
is regul ated by FEMA, Federal Energency
Managenent. In the submttal there was an
overlay of the flood plain, which obviously goes
to the existing parcel. Wat is unclear at this
time is what extent of disturbance or work will
be taking place actually in that flood plain.
There will be a strong possibility that probably

a flood plain devel opnent permit will be needed
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al so, which can be determned at a later tine,
probably in the SEQRA process and everyt hi ng.

It's nore prevalent to be identified now, whether
it is or is not needed. That can only be

determ ned by submtting el evations, the flood

pl ai n el evations, and al so overlaying the areas
of disturbance, and then that wll determ ne

whet her the permt is or is not needed.

Those are the only two big issues that
| have at this tine.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Bryant Cocks,

Pl anni ng Consul t ant ?

MR. COCKS:. Could you just explain what
work is being done around the house? | know
there's going to be a wal kway and a coupl e new
par ki ng spaces.

MR. KARIS: Sure. Essentially what
we're doing is we're inproving what's there. It
takes a couple of points. One, we need to
provi de ADA access to the back. W can't cone up
the driveway and do that. W' ve designed anot her
sidewalk with a series of small retaining walls
to be ADA conpliant to get to the back, which is

essentially the front door to the property.
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We're going to inprove the existing circular
dri veway, neaning that we're going to, you know,
mani cure, tighten, expand a little bit the actual
wi dth so that we can get confortable access
around that, and also re-orient an existing shed
alittle bit to get it out of the way and then
push a couple staff parking spaces in this back
corner in the back. That area has al ready been
filled and played with and it's really just a
formalizing that as a staff parking. W're also
going to again put in handicap parking with an
accessible route to the main entrance to the
property. W're also going to reclaimthis area
bet ween t he ADA space and the house, this little
triangle right here which right nowis just an
open gravel area, as lawn. W don't want to | ook
out of the house and see just a disgusting gravel
area quite frankly. W want to see a nice |awn
with some nice wal kways and really try and
enhance the historical character of the property.
We al so have a small little formalized
path going to the existing bridge across the
creek. That's all we're doing around the

hi storic core.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

GOMEZ M LL HOUSE 33

MR. COCKS: | saw on the application
there m ght be work done to the mll, to the
actual mll. 1Is there anything proposed for

t hat ?

MR. KARIS: Al that is is the
rehabilitation of the structure itself.

DR. ABRAHAMS: Sone of the interna
structures are weakened. W have to shore them
up.

MR. KARIS: It needs sone structural
attention and it needs sone mai ntenance.

MR. COCKS: That's good. | just wanted
to get that all on record.

My second comment was just stating this
is a Type | action under SEQRA because it's a
historic site, it's listed on the national
regi ster of historic places. Because of that
this reviewis going to have to be coordi nated
with the New York State Departnent of Parks and
Recreation and al so the Orange County Pl anni ng
Departnent and the Town of Marl boro.

Jerry nmentioned before and di scussed
the use of the site, so | won't get into that any

| onger .
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The applicant has provided a phase |
ar cheol ogi cal study and stated no cul tural
resources were recovered fromany of the test
sites and it was concluded that it does not
contain any potentially significant cultural
resources. | didn't actually read anything in
t here about the historic resources in there so
don't know if that was going to have to be
expanded | ater on during the SEQRA process.

W di scussed what the special tent area
is going to be and whether it's going to be
per manent or tenporary.

Are you guys going to -- do you put
that up as like on a daily --

DR. ABRAHAMS: No. W have it up for
t he season

MR, COCKS: It's up for the season?

DR. ABRAHAMS:  Yup. What we're
proposing is that it be like you can take it up
and put it down. R ght now we have a tent we
bought, | don't know, maybe ten, fifteen years
ago, a typical thing that goes up with the ropes
and everything. There's forns where you can have

the permanent footings for it but you can take it
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up and down a |l ot nore easily.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN  What woul d be the
di mensi ons of that?

DR. ABRAHAMS: What's the area?

MR. KARI'S: About thirty by fifty.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN. So at sone point in
time -- | think at sone point intine the site
pl an should have a note with the specific
di mensi ons.

MR. KARI'S: Ckay.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN. | nean | think just
as far as good planning, that way that's what we
know we' re approving. W' re not denying you
anyt hi ng but what happens in this process is you
have to be specific in what you're discussing.

Bryant .

MR. COCKS: Yes. Also the details, the
grass overflow parking area, we're just going to
have to see sone type of detail of where the
entryway is going to be, how the access is going
to go through there, how many cars would
potentially be able to be parked there. That's
just going to have to be expanded on noving

forward
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The actual parking lot, the Town of
Newbur gh does require curbing on all parking lots
for site plans. There's no drainage shown so the
parking ot situation is definitely going to have
to be worked out noving forward. You guys have
shown the wheel stops on there. W're going to
have to figure out a way that, you know, we can
acconplish -- especially if this is going to be
open during the wnter, acconplish a way.

MR. KARI'S: Just to clarify, we have
not proposed any curbs. The parking | ot drains
to the center. |It's all surface flowinto the
bi odet enti on ar ea.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: | under st and what
you' re saying about the sensitivity, recharging
t he groundwater and al so common practice. So
we're trying to reach a balance. Wat Bryant is
going to discuss with you al so, and maybe 1"
talk to M ke Donnelly on this, is there's been an
Appel l ate decision, and | think Mke wll discuss
that right now as far as what we have our
concerns with

MR. DONNELLY: You have, in your

E.AF., relied upon the DEC reports of species
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that inhabit the site, and while we're not
critical of that as a resource, there's a recent
court decision that canme out of the Third
Departnent that said that that does not satisfy
the Pl anning Board' s hard | ook obligation and
that there nust be sone report by soneone who has
been on the site that confirnms the absence of
endangered species on the site. So in terns of
suppl enenting the E.A F., soneone wth the
appropriate credentials is going to have to do
that wal k through and submt a report, perhaps as
a Part 3 to the E A F.

MR. KARI S: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Bryant, anything
el se?

MR. COCKS: Just one other thing.
Ri ght now you guys have a gate proposed at the
top of MII|l House Road, and bollards. That is
Town property so that's going to have to be taken
out of the site plan set since the Town Board has
not granted any kind of approvals. For this to
nmove forward you have to take that off for now
and what ever happens |ater on, we can deci de on

t hat .
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DR. ABRAHAMS: That's fine.

MR. COCKS: That was all | had right
Now.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  Karen, do you have
anything you want to add at this point?

M5. ARENT: Yes. | was at a site and
can't renmenber the name of the arboreta in New
Jersey where they had a simlar type of parking
area with everything draining to the center
island. It was very beautiful and it had an
interpretive sign because of all the little kids
that go, and it taught them about stormater
whi ch | thought was great because nornmal people
don't think about things |like stormnvater. |
t hought that was great they had that little sign
that told everybody what the purpose of the hole
in the ground was. It actually | ooked quite
ni ce, too.

| have two m nor coments. One would
be you're showing a lot of |andscaping.
Landscaping | think on this project would be
required to screen the parking area fromthe
adj acent residence and al so to provi de sone shade

trees as well as stormmater managenent plantings.
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Anyt hing el se you mght want to do at a | ater
date you mght want to |label with a lighter col or
soit's clear it wouldn't be part of the approval
process but sonething you want to do sone ot her
time.

MR. KARI'S: Ckay.

MS. ARENT: | was al so wonderi ng about
signs, how you're going to sign your project.
It's going to cone in off of other roads.

MR. KARIS: W w il need sone internal
traffic signage in the parking lot. As we
progress the site plan those details will cone
in.

M5. ARENT: That's it.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Ken Wer st ed,
Traffic Consul tant?

MR. WERSTED: | have a comment on the
signing as well. Currently there's a sign right
out on 9Wdirecting traffic right dowmm MII| House
Road, and if O d Post Road is to be used in the
future with the bridge over the creek encl osed,
then a sign fromd d Post Road fromthe north and
south should be added. Directions on your

website and so forth will have to be revised.
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We had obviously tal ked about the
bridge in our review, the three-ton weight limt
now. Wen the bridge was open it is fairly | ow
t o acconmodat e even pick-up trucks, energency
vehi cl es, school buses and so forth. \Whatever
happens with that bridge we'll have to continue
to take a look at it. It may be possible that if
the bridge is open it could be repaired to such a
degree it can accommpdate pedestrian traffic and
it may not take the sane anount of cost to
inprove it up to vehicle access level. So that's
a potential .

The striping of the parking |ot,
obviously if it's gravel, or whatever sensitive
desi gn aspect is used, whether that can be
striped and nmai ntai ned or whether the wheel stops
are used to define those parking spaces we'l|
obviously have to look at. If it is gravel with
t he wheel stops, designating a nine-foot space
may not actually be what it's used as. Wthout
stripes in the parking |l ot people often wll park
just a little bit further away, have a little
extra room and where you m ght show ei ght spaces

m ght turn into seven or six depending on how
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peopl e park. That shoul d be consi dered when

you' re | ooking at how many parki ng spaces you're
trying to fit in.

We al so tal ked about during the --
currently that the |arger parcel would be
avail able to local residents and so forth to use
as a recreation area. | can see that parce
bei ng used nore as a | ocal park for the people of
the Town of Newburgh off of MII House Road and
A d Post Road also in the Towmn of Marlboro. This
area could be used as, you know, an area to throw
a frisbee around, fly a kite. There's sone nice
slopes in there. It's only about a half mle
around the perineter so it's probably too short
to use as a cross country ski area.

DR. ABRAHAMS: (ood.

MR. WERSTED: Just being not very |ong
you coul d probably ski the thing in ten m nutes
and you're | ooking for sonething | onger to use.
Some other smaller uses m ght be, you know,
frequented by nei ghbors.

| know at the work session there was
talk of I guess the Town m ght be pursuing or

investigating with an adj acent property owner the
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potential for closing off MII House and creating
a new road through that area. | don't know that
that's a plan.

DR. ABRAHAMS: | think there's just
di scussions going on at this point.

MR. WERSTED: Certainly.

DR. ABRAHAMS: Nothing is witten in
stone or -- | think it's just prelimnary
overtures at this point.

MR. WERSTED: Yes. That's ny
understanding. | haven't heard fromthe town
supervi sor or the highway superintendent but as
this project noves forward, how that ties into
it, if that's a real likelihood or if it's stil
just a pie in the sky or runor and will never
cone to fruition

DR. ABRAHAMS: It's a pie-in-the-sky
thing at this point. It would be nice but we
don't know.

MR. WERSTED: Certainly we'll have to
keep that in mnd as the Town, you know, and the
superi ntendent tal k about the use of the road.

That was all | had.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN. Did you acconmodat e
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for notorcycl es?

MR. WERSTED: In what sense?

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: I n the sense --

MR. WERSTED: Par ki ng?

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN. I n the sense maybe
four, five, six people who travel in notorcycle
groups in the summer decide to cone up there
because it is what it is and they want to see it
and you have these additional vehicles that you
have to accommodate or plan for within the
parking is what |I'mtalking about.

MR. WERSTED: Wthin the parking?

CHAl RMVAN EWASUTYN. | don't drive a
nmot orcycle. Frank does. | can see where a group
of people say we'll cone up here and stop here.

One thing I"'mpretty sure of is the surface would

be of a quality that a kickstand | guess you'd

call it wouldn't collapse in or would coll apse
in, 1 don't know. | think in planning for this
you probably should -- 1've seen sone plans where
they -- not saying this but they actually have an

area set side for notorcycle parking designated
for that. | think it's a tourist attraction.

Sonetines you nmay have to think this through
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That is what I'mthrowing out at you. They're
not looking to limt the site, they're looking to
be sensitive to the site, they're looking to

mar ket the site and they're | ooking to grow with
the site, and that's really what | see. Again,
"' m not opposed, |I'mjust trying to foll ow

DR. ABRAHAMS: | have friends with
notorcycles too and | hadn't even thought of
t hat .

CHAIl RVAN EWASUTYN: | think it's great
and | think that's the beauty of being on the
Pl anning Board, to think and talk. It's as
sinple as that.

|'"d love to shut up. I'mgoing to turn
it over to Mke Donnelly. He's a better talker
and nuch better thinker, and he dances well, too.

DR. ABRAHAMS: That's what | have ny
doctorate in, dance.

IVR. DONNELLY: Let ne try to talk for a
nmonment about procedure, timng, SEQRA and ot her
agencies. This is a Type I and I think at an
early juncture we need to issue a notice of
intent to be | ead agency, and that can't be

finalized until the thirty-day tine period goes
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by. So it will later be ny recommendation that
we make that determ nation this evening.

W have at | east several other agencies
i nvol ved. The Zoning Board of Appeals, and Il
conme back to that in a nonent, the State Ofice
of Historic Preservation, and | think both the
hi ghway superintendent in Newburgh as well as in
Mar | boro, given how that intersection aligns,
should look at this. | think in fairness
Mar| boro has to be -- their input has to be
sought here as we look into it.

The Zoning Board. 1In 1985 you were
granted a use variance that allows you to carry
out the operations as they were then described to
the Zoning Board. |In rather explicit |anguage
the decision limted your use to passenger
vehi cl es only unl ess the roadway, which they were
then referring to as MI| House Road, was brought
up to Town road specifications. You' re now
proposing a slightly increased intensity of use,
a larger |and area than what was originally
proposed, and a different access way, and | think
this needs to go back to the Zoning Board for

themto nodify that condition, release it,
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per haps extend or expand the use variance, and
they need to be involved. | don't think they can
make a decision until we close out SEQRA because
we need to handl e SEQRA for all of the other
agenci es that are involved. Both the Pl anning
Board and the Zoni ng Board have | earned over tine
that the best way to define a use variance or a
site plan approval for a use such as this is to
ask you to put forth a witten narrative that
tells us the intensity of use both on a
day-to-day as well as an annual basis, reference
to the seasons of use, the expected vol une of
users, the occasional things like the possibility
of weddi ngs, the use of the tent, so on and so
forth. What woul d then happen is both the Zoning
Board and this Board woul d take a copy of that
narrative as it was finalized and found
satisfactory and attach it to the resolution to
make that the [imtation of the use, and we're
not trying to do anything other than al
understand what it is that has been approved. So
sonme of the questions you were asked tonight are
things that | think early on you should try to

get that narrative, refine it and hopefully in
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short order the Planning Board can be satisfied
with that.

The issues |like drainage, traffic, and
| think sonebody has to do sone | ooking at
traffic for the entire length of the Town roadway
you're going to use to see if it's adequate for
buses froma tree branch and sight distance point
of view, whatever it mght be, needs to be
exam ned.

There is a nmeno from Pat Hi nes, our
Engi neer, that talks a little bit about the
dr ai nage i ssues, certainly the potenti al
di sturbance of flood plain areas and what ever
el se gets fleshed out.

So we really need, and probably if you
see that sonme of those issues need sone
el aboration, if you could submt that. It's kind
of an expanded Part 3. Let's see if we can get
t hat SEQRA docunent to the point that the
Pl anni ng Board can neke a determ nation, and
obvi ously from your point of view you want that
determ nation to be a negative declaration. You
need to provide the information that could all ow

the Planning Board to do that. Once that was
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cl osed out, then you'd have to go to the Zoning
Board for themto take their action because we
couldn't act here at the Planning Board until
they had conpleted it. At the sane tinme we would
need to nake a referral to the Orange County
Pl anni ng Departnment under the General Muinici pal
Law if a public hearing is to be held, and that's
an issue that will have to be determ ned. W
woul d have to give notice to the adjoining Town
of Marl boro at |east ten days before that
heari ng.

So | think we need to see how all those
things are going to sequence out. You'll have a
tinetable that is very crucial that you try to
get those things lined up in a way that you can
satisfy this Board' s concerns, to try to neet
your own fundi ng and groundbreaki ng goals and
deadlines. So it seens to ne essential is
getting | ead agency done, getting the E.A F. up
to snuff, and that should include that narrative
that the boards will need, whatever drai nage and
traffic studies are required, and | think it
woul d be very helpful if you could speak to the

hi ghway superintendents in both nunicipalities,
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expl ai n what your proposals are and get their

i nput rather than waiting until we think we've

t aken care of everything.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Let ne interrupt
and nmake a suggestion on that. Pat H nes, and we
normally do this, who isn't here this evening is
the representative for the Planning Board to set
up these neetings.

MR. KARI'S: Ckay.

CHAl RMVAN EWASUTYN:  So - -

MR. DONNELLY: He's al so the engineer
in the Town of Marlboro which will help.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  As M ke i s saying
this coordinated revi ew shoul d be done early on.
Do you have Pat Hi nes' nunber?

MR. KARIS: | do not.

CHAl RVAN EWASUTYN:  It's 567-3100. |'m
not allow ng you but | think the Board woul d
agree if you could speak with him D na wll
give you his e-mail --

MR. KARI'S: Ckay.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  -- and you can
begin --

Did you receive a copy of his conments?
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MR. KARIS: Yes. |I|I'mgetting famliar
wWith the nanes. Bear wth nme, | apol ogi ze.

CHAIl RVAN EWASUTYN:  I'm sorry, M ke.

VR. DONNELLY: | was trying to give you

the flavor of where | think that goes and what
el se needs to be done. Sonme of that is
increnental and the nore information you can do
and get to us the nore quickly the Board can
process what your application is.

CHAl RVAN EWASUTYN: I f | understand
what M ke is saying is then there are two points
we'll followup on. One is informational and one
is for the Board to declare intent for |ead
agency.

"1l first nove for that notion, for
t he Town of Newburgh Pl anning Board to declare
itself | ead agency for the Gonez MII| House.

MR. MENNERICH. Intent for |ead agency.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: I ntent.

MR. MENNERI CH: So noved.

MR. PROFACI: Second.

CHAl RMVAN EWASUTYN. | have a notion by
Ken Mennerich. | have a second by Joe Prof aci

Any di scussion of the notion?
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(No response.)

CHAl RVAN EWASUTYN:  |I'Il nove for a
roll call vote starting with Frank Galli

MR. GALLI: Aye.

MR. MENNERI CH:  Aye.

MR. PROFACI : Aye.

CHAI RVMAN EWASUTYN  Mysel f. So
carried.

The Pl anni ng Board once a nonth holds a
consultants' neeting. Bryant Cocks is the
Pl anni ng Consul tant that arranges that. So where
M ke left off as far as informational, it m ght
be a benefit for you to begin working on this
bullet or this wish Iist for what the uses m ght
be. Try and make that neeting if possible.

The neeting is when?

MR. COCKS: February 24th.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN. So today is
actually the 5th. If you could have that ready
wi thin the next ten working days.

DR. ABRAHAMS: Yes.

MR. KARI'S: Wen you say have that
ready, the list of --

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  Can you have t hat
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ready?

MR. KARI'S: That we can definitely
have. Wen we start to get into things |like the
st or mvat er managenent report --

CHAI RMAN EWASUTYN. | think what |'m
trying to do is get the information out there.
The way the process works is, for future
resubm ssions in general, when you're ready to
resubmt you'll be speaking with D na Haines.
Dina wll arrange for you for a tine to nake your
resubm ssion. The day that you begin
resubmtting to the Planning Board you woul d then
mail directly to our consultants. That expedites
t hi ngs, noves things nore rapidly. Wen it cones
to the narrative letter you could -- you have
everyone's e-mail, you could e-mail them you
could e-mail the Planning Board and then we'll
make copies to circulate to everyone.

So the 27th is the work session.

MR. COCKS: 24th.

MR. KARI'S: The 24th we should plan on
going to this consultants' work session?

MR. COCKS: 1'll send out an agenda

ahead of tinme.
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MR. KARIS: And at that point we'll
bring together this narrative?

CHAl RVAN EWASUTYN.  ldeally if you
could have it available a few days before so
everyone woul d have a chance to read about it.

MR. KARIS: So that would be say the
20th? The 19th is a Friday.

MR. DONNELLY: And be prepared to
di scuss with the various consultants the | evel of
detail that's going to be required for stormater
drai nage, for traffic, for flood plain issues so
that you're not giving us too much or too little
and maki ng the process sl ow down.

MR. KARIS: And we can work out al
those details at the neeting on the 24th, begin
di scussi ng that?

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: What we're trying
to help you with is for you to give us what you
feel is the information for our consultants to
ook at it and then establish what addition is
needed. |It's the beginning of the process.

DR. ABRAHAMS: Send a draft to you
ahead of tine for review or we just --

CHAl RVAN EWASUTYN:  No. What is is
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what is.

DR. ABRAHAMS: That's fine.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  We're not going to
critique what it is you want to do, we want to
know what it is you plan on doing.

MR. KARIS: W'Ill submt that to D na
on the 19th and she'll distribute it?

CHAl RMVAN EWASUTYN.  No. You'll nail
directly to the consultants, or e-nmail directly
to the consultants. You can e-nmail D na that
narrative letter and then internally we'll
distribute it to the Planning Board Menbers,

Jerry Canfield, Tilford and other people wthin

t he Town.

MR. KARI'S: Ckay.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN:.  Normal ly it's just
as a matter of practice we'll cc the town

supervi sor, the town engi neer, the town attorney,
in this particular case Daryl Benedict, the
hi ghway departnent. |[It's common practice we
circulate to the town assessor. W'I|l nmanage the
Town.

So for nowl'll nove for a notion to

set this up for a Planning Board work session on
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the 24th of February.

MR. GALLI: So noved.

MR. PROFACI: Second.

CHAl RMVAN EWASUTYN. | have a notion by
Frank Galli. | have a second by Joe Profaci.

"Il ask for a roll call vote starting with Frank

Galli.

MR. GALLI: Aye.

MR. MENNERI CH.  Aye.

MR. PROFACI : Aye.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN  Mysel f. So
carried.

Any questions?

(No response.)

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: | thank you for
bringing forth the history of it. Having read
the DEIS associated with the project many, many
years ago, being part of the Article 78 that
occurred on the site many, nmany years ago, | do
remenber reading that history. It was good to
hear it again.

DR. ABRAHAMS: Thank you very nuch

MR. KARI'S: Thank you all. You had

some good conments.
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GOMEZ M LL HOUSE

DR. ABRAHAMS: | appreciate all your

i nput .

(Time noted: 8:00 p.m)

CERTI FI CATI ON

|, Mchelle Conero, a Shorthand
Reporter and Notary Public wthin and for
the State of New York, do hereby certify
that | recorded stenographically the
proceedi ngs herein at the tinme and pl ace
noted in the heading hereof, and that the
foregoing is an accurate and conpl ete
transcript of same to the best of ny

know edge and belief.

February 20, 2009
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CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  We just have a few
itens of Board business.

D na.

M5. HAINES: The first itemis The Polo
Cub. W received a letter fromRoss Wnglovitz
dated January 19, 2009 requesting an extension of
prelimnary site plan approval. The current
approval expires on March 29th. Wth the 180-
day extension it will be valid through Septenber
29, "09.

CHAl RVAN EWASUTYN:  |I'Il nove for a
notion to grant the prelimnary extension for The
Polo A ub until the 29th of Septenber 2009.

MR. GALLI: So noved.

MR. MENNERI CH:  Second.

CHAl RMVAN EWASUTYN. | have a notion by
Frank Galli. | have a second by Ken Mennerich

"Il ask for a roll call vote starting with Frank

Glli.

MR. GALLI: Aye.

MR. MENNERI CH:  Aye.

MR. PROFACI : Aye.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  Mysel f yes. So
carri ed.
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(Time noted: 8:02 p.m)
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proceedi ngs herein at the tinme and pl ace
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foregoing is an accurate and conpl ete
transcript of same to the best of ny

know edge and belief.

February 20, 2009
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M5. HAINES: The next one is Driscol
Subdi vision. W received a letter from Ross
Wnglovitz al so dated January 19, 2009 requesting
an extension of the prelimnary site approval.
This current approval expires March 29, 09 and
Wi th an 180-day extension the approval wll be
valid until Septenber 29, "09.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  I'Il nove for that
notion, to grant the prelimnary extention until
Sept enber 29, 2009 for the Driscoll Subdivision.

MR. PROFACI: So noved.

MR. GALLI: Second.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN. | have a notion by
Joe Profaci. | have a second by Frank Galli

"Il ask for a roll call vote starting with Frank

Glli.

MR. GALLI: Aye.

MR. MENNERI CH:  Aye.

MR. PROFACI : Aye.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  And nysel f yes. So
carri ed.

(Time noted: 8:03 p.m)
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M5. HAINES: The next item under Board
Busi ness is regarding firefighting access. W
received a neno from Karen Arent on February 3
2009 as well as a neno fromM ke Donnelly on
January 29, 20009.

M5. ARENT: W net in reference to the
firefighting i ssue and not having any street
trees in front of the units. W discussed
various options including possibly requiring the
trees to be lifted, neaning | ower branches
renoved as they grow. W discussed using
different types of trees, even trying |ighter
trees that wouldn't be in the way as nuch, which
| think that would be difficult because
eventual |y shade trees do get big branches. Even
t hough they're lighter |ooking, they still have
that big branch that m ght be in the way.

So the solution that was acceptable to
Jerry and Frank was to use trees that have a
mat ure canopy. W agreed at the tine of fifteen
feet in diameter which would allow -- | forget
exactly the distance between trees that the fire
truck would be able to get their |adder up

After researching there's |like only a handful of
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trees that would be able to nmeet this criteria
that would |l ook fairly decent because you don't
want a very tight tree because that woul dn't | ook
-- that wouldn't |look very nice there. | was
suggesting perhaps increasing the ultinmate
di aneter of the tree to twenty to twenty-five
feet and then you woul d have a nuch bi gger
sel ection of plant material that would fit. |
did alittle sketch to show you what a twenty-
foot wide tree would ook |ike. You' d get
twenty-five feet of open space between the trees.
This is the mature canopy spread. It's not
sonething that you're going to see in ten years,
it would be nore like twenty or even thirty years
that the tree would growto that ultimte w dth

| thought that if we could use the
twenty to twenty-five foot mature canopies
leaving a fifteen to twenty-five foot opening for
the firefighters to get their hydraulic |adder
through to the roof of the building, | thought
that would be a better scenario.

The other thing we agreed upon woul d be
to be able to put a nuch bigger shade tree at the

ends of the units which would have a forty-foot
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ultimate mature spread, and that would help as
wel |l along the street. That would hel p give you
a | eafy appearance, and then when you get right
up to the buildings you would have slightly
smal l er trees and then the bigger trees again.
So that was what was -- that's what was in ny
meno suggesting we could increase the wi dth of
the tree rather than sticking at that fifteen
foot just to give it a better look. That's what
| was suggesti ng.

CHAl RVAN EWASUTYN M ke, as Dina had
read in the presentation, you wote a letter, and
| had asked you | think at the end of the neeting
to bring us along on this issue. Do you want to
di scuss that?

MR. DONNELLY: | tried to nake it
somewhat generic. Karen is speaking specifically
of one project. Is it Gardnertown --

M5. ARENT: Gardnertown Commons.

MR. DONNELLY: That's where the issue
came up. W had this issue before and we tal ked
about it last in Newburgh Retail Devel opers.
There's a | egal piece and practical piece.

Let ne start with the | egal piece. New
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York has generally taken the position that it

gi ves the Pl anning Board jurisdiction to consider
certain things, and they're enunerated sonewhat
generically but they are enunerated in State | aw.
O her things are given to a nore mnisteri al
official like the building inspector or the fire
i nspector. So generally building code provisions
that tend to be generally sort of black and white
are given to the building departnment. As the
courts have al so said, sone are fire protection

i ssues which also in the main are bl ack and
white. W're now kind of here in the gray area
that we have | guess sonewhat questi onabl e
jurisdiction, but certainly under SEQRA you had
jurisdiction to protect public health, safety and
wel fare to | ook at sonme of these issues. Frankly
as good pl anning you shoul dn't be building things
that prevent firefighting equipnent fromagetting
near a buil di ng.

Your code speaks of this and we tal ked
about this in Newburgh Retail Devel opers. You
have 185-2 and 185-57 of your ordi nance t hat
require you to give notice to the fire conpanies

when you have applications and a ten-day tine
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period for themto nake recomendati ons. The
reconmendations aren't binding, they're
persuasi ve. Luckily we have Jerry attend

nmeeti ngs and nost of the issues have been worked

out.

| think the struggle you' re dealing
with is how do you bal ance -- and this goes
beyond the legal, | would address this nore

firefighting, planning, |andscaping issues. How
do you bal ance the need to have a pl easant street
scape and appearance agai nst the need to have
firefighting access. Qbviously the firefighter,
the best thing is to have no trees and no bushes
and no shrubs, you can get right up against the
building. It mght be froman aesthetic point of
view is to have the nost |ush | andscapi ng and
tree cover there is. I'msure that's not always
true, I think those are the two extrenes. |
think what you're trying to do is take the good
faith recommendations of the fire conpany for
safety issues and bal ance those agai nst the need
to have | andscaping, and | think Karen has hel ped
you in this particular case. | think what you

need to recognize is that your jurisdiction over
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these issues is really limted and it's just in
that gray area. You're not supposed to be

i ncorporating fire code provisions just |ike you
don't incorporate building code provisions into
your site plan approvals. But you can't ignore
reconmendat i ons made by your fighting conpany.
think while you need not follow their
recommendations to the letter, you should try to
i ncorporate the objective they seek in a fashion
that they can live with. | think sonetinmes that
means aski ng sonme hard questions of them You
have sonme difficulties with Newburgh Retai

devel opers and understandi ng the extent of their
concerns. Frankly you have to realize for fire
events, you hope they never happen and if they do
happen it's going to be rarely and how do you

bal ance that maybe once in a long tinme safety

i ssue agai nst the need to have an attractive
street scape where you can.

So hopefully you found a conprom se for
this project you can live with. | think we need
to continue to work with Jerry and Jerry with the
i ndividual jurisdictional fire departnents to see

if we can neet those objectives and still, you
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know, provide the kind of devel opnent in the Town
that you want to see happen.

CHAI RMAN EWASUTYN.  Jerry, your input.

MR. CANFI ELD: The neeting Karen's nmeno
was referencing, Ken attended as well, and |
thought it was a very constructive neeting.

t hought it was very informational on both sides
bri ngi ng somewhat of a bal ance. Conprom ses were
made to bring a balance to the sense that we
acconplish I think what both sides are | ooking
for and didn't sacrifice street scape or the
firefighting accessibility issue.

One thing 1'd like to add, Karen had
called ne, and I did not get back to you yet, but
| still don't see a problemeven if you wanted to
decrease that di nmension between the trees to
i ncrease the variety of species that you have to
pick fromto accommodate that. That nmakes good
sense to ne. W had discussed again the softer
tree, sonething not as rigid. | think it's a
good conpromse and | think it will accommodate
bot h.

One thing 1'd like to comment on

t hough, is what | tried to bring to the table
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here is we have fire code issues that, as M ke
had said, that authorize or enpower, and | don't
like to use those words, | like to present
everything in a recommendati on type form | think
it's just good business sense, but what we try to
bring to the table is what the requirenments are,
and | feel that it is very good planning to
incorporate them | don't see that it makes nuch
sense to have this Board approve sonething that |
know in reality is not code and it can't be built
that way. It doesn't make any sense for an
applicant to cone to us in the building
departnment or fire inspector's office wwth a
signed site plan and saying that, you know, |'ve
got a signed site plan, this is what | can build.
That's not necessarily true.

|'"ve also got to say publicly that this
Board has been very receptive. W've had a new
bui | ding code, a new fire code, and we've al
worked very diligently to bring that to the
applicant's attention. Qur nost difficult area
has been bridgi ng applications that have been
lingering for years and now they're faced with a

code change that has inpacted those projects, in
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sonme cases pretty i mensely, redesigns and what
have you. | still think and | feel very good
about the attitude and the way we' ve been
progressing. | think we're a cut above nost
muni cipalities in how we handl e things, and the
ot her consultants that work throughout the county
|"msure can attest to that, what they
experi ence.

| do feel, though, MKke brings up sone
very valid points as far as incorporating
buil ding and fire codes into the Planning Board
process. W don't have -- our nunicipal code
does not permt a clear picture on how to achi eve
that. | did briefly have a conversation with
Mar k Tayl or today about that and we may want to,
we as a group, suggest to the Town Board to
per haps re-exam ne that, and there may be a need
t o change rmunici pal code here.

VR. DONNELLY: The good news is that
al though we're not supposed to consider them as
part of the site plan review process, you're
right that it is foolhardy to ignore them and
conpl ete the process only to have the applicant

get bounced back when he gets to the building
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departnent office. However, you, through your
reviews and nenbos and attendance at the neetings,
are notifying applicants of the needs to conply
wi th various code provisions so that it's getting
built into it because the applicant is anending
his plans during the process to accomobdate them
As long as this process is in place | don't think
we need to anend code. There are sone
muni ci palities that say before a planning board
can approve there has to be a sign off fromthe
bui | di ng departnent, and | don't know that you
want to get your hands tied that way. | think
this informal nmethod is working nuch better. If
a day comes when you're no | onger com ng, we may
need to think of another way to do it. As |long
as you're here and witing nenos | think we're
achi eving that objective and | think you've
greatly expedited the communication with the fire
conpani es that had been a problema little bit in
t he past.

MR. CANFI ELD: One additional thing
John, too, is in Mke's original nmeno, in the
openi ng paragraph | think there's a rigid

statenent here basically on the request. You' ve
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asked nme to give ny thoughts regarding a request
of the jurisdictional fire departnent, and this
is where | think it's rigid, and it's not Mke's
statenent but the fire departnents are requesting
that no trees be planted between internal
roadways and buildings. [|'mnot certain that
that's factual but if in fact it is | think
that's a very rigid line for the fire departnents
to take, and I know this is public record but --

MR. DONNELLY: | may have m sconstrued
or m sstated what they're saying.

MR. CANFI ELD: It's okay. | don't have
a problemw th going out on a |inb and shooting
myself in the foot. | do feel that as a result
of this nmeeting that we' ve cone up wth,
t hought, a very good conprom se and satisfied
both concerns. So to make that rigid statenent,
| don't think that's the correct thing to do. |
will do everything | can to assure that these
rigid lines are not drawmn. | don't think
anything is acconplished there.

MR. DONNELLY: | think the fault is
mne, Jerry. | didn't see a letter of theirs. |

was trying to characterize in a larger than one
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project sense what | thought | was hearing their
position to be. Gven the basis of it, that they
need to get the second story wi ndows and nul ti -
famly housing to help with evacuations, | don't
know why their position would be any different if
the project had a different nane. | was trying

to talk generically about the issue although it

was in the context of one project. If | put too
strong of a word in their nmouth, I'll apol ogi ze
for that. | agree with you.

MR. CANFI ELD: That's just what |
extracted. That's kind of a rigid statenent. W
can work around this.

MR. DONNELLY: Sure.

MR. MENNERI CH: Bei ng an observer at
that neeting |'ve got to say the neeting worked
very well. Wen the people -- parties woul d,
when the interests were viewed to be in conflict,

get together and start tal king about themthey

got resolved. It works a lot better than a neno
thing going back and forth. | think it's very
good. It worked out very well.

This is also site specific, so what

wor ked out well for this project you can't



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

FI REFI GHTI NG ACCESS 76
automatically say we're going to do it the sane
way for the next project. It has to be | ooked
at. It's a different fire departnent naybe, the
buil dings may be different, the drain may be
different. There's all kinds of differences of
where the garages m ght be and how you woul d
access the building. It's going to have to be an
ongoing thing | think. As projects cone in, if
Jerry can arrange to have the effective fire
departnent neeting with Karen, these things, you
know, can work out well 1 think.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN: | think as M ke had
said in his letter, that that was the difference
al so between Newburgh Retail Devel opers and this
site and M. Piper's comments in reference to the
-- sort of the afterthought when that was all
approved, and that's what -- even in this case
it's unique because this project has been before
us. Hopefully maybe not within ten days when it
initially conmes before us but we'll watch that
wWth the idea that very early on in the process,
and I'mjust thinking out loud, it may not be
that, but once you say the conceptual approval is

fine, then Jerry will be coordinating this
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foll owup neeting where people begin to | ook at
the issue that's before us. The earlier the
better.

MR. MENNERI CH: You have to do it
earlier so when the | andscape architect for the
project puts in all the different types of
vegetation, Karen will have di scussed with them
t he design concept of what we need and then
they' Il hopefully pick the right --

MR. DONNELLY: That could literally be
in the SEQRA eval uati on phase because it is akin
to an environnental issue. |'mnot saying you
couldn't inpose the condition later. It's that
kind of an upfront idea where you begin to
discuss it as part of the initial concept.

M5. ARENT: | have one nore thing to
say. It's not just an aesthetic thing. There's
docunented research that they've actually done
studi es and found that tree and grass
envi ronnent s encour age congregati on and tal ki ng
and hangi ng out so to speak of the residents .
They' ve found when people start congregating and
spending tinme under trees and in green areas that

peopl e have a better sense of conmunity, a better
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sense of safety, they | ook out for one another
It's not just an aesthetic thing, it's also a
community type of thing. It makes sense. |If

it's a sunny day you're not going to sit out on
your porch if it's baking hot but if there's a
tree there you mght sit out there and talk to
your nei ghbors.

MR. DONNELLY: You like to talk about
New York City streets, particularly the
br ownst one desi gned buil di ngs that have the
stairs comng down, tree-lined streets. You
think in your mnd of pictures, Harlem
everywhere that's had that type of architecture,
people are out there talking and they know their
nei ghbors.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN. | had a little bit
of tinme on Sunday and | was up on Fifth Avenue,
had a half an hour or so and | was right there,
went to Central Park, watched the little kids ice
skating. | said to nyself -- I'mnot that
pl anned out. | said to nyself John, allow
yoursel f the tinme next Sunday, whether you start
at 95th Street and you work your way back to 60th

Street or Central Park, or just the reverse.
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This idea of trees, congregating. Central Park
can tell you no matter what tinme of the year it's
happening. [It's happening. It's just, you know.

Frank, additional comments?

MR. GALLI: None. Just that they do
hang out on the streets, especially in lightning
storns on gol f courses.

CHAI RMVAN EWASUTYN.  Thanks for your

Joe Profaci?

MR. PROFACI: |'m good.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN.  Anyt hi ng el se?

(No response.)

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  All right then.
Qur next neeting is the 19th.

Remenber the Association of Towns,
there's a bus going down on that Monday and
Tuesday. That date is the 16th and 17th. Either
t hrough Dina or Charlene -- what's Charlene's
| ast nanme?

M5. HAINES: Black. Registration was
supposed to be in by January 23rd.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN:  You can still

register. You can still register at the site
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itself and you can turn in the receipt. You can
speak to Charlene. | know I'mtaking the bus
down on Monday wi th Wayne and probably on Tuesday
unl ess | stay Mnday ni ght and cone back Tuesday.
"1l be going down. 1'Il be there for both days.

Bryant, one other thing which we forgot
to nmention. Wuld you follow up with the
| andscape architect for Gonez as far as getting
the material that you need?

MR. COCKS: | already did.

CHAIl RVAN EWASUTYN:  Ckay. Thanks.

"1l nmove for a notion to close the
Pl anni ng Board neeting of the 5th of February.

MR. GALLI: So noved.

MR. PROFACI: Second.

CHAl RMVAN EWASUTYN. | have a notion by
Frank Galli. | have a second by Joe Profaci.

"Il ask for a roll call vote starting with Frank

Galli.

MR. GALLI: Aye.

MR. MENNERI CH.  Aye.

MR. PROFACI : Aye.

CHAI RVAN EWASUTYN  Mysel f. So
carried.
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(Time noted: 8:22 p.m)

CERTI FI CATI ON

|, Mchelle Conero, a Shorthand
Reporter and Notary Public wthin and for
the State of New York, do hereby certify
that | recorded stenographically the
proceedi ngs herein at the tinme and pl ace
noted in the heading hereof, and that the
foregoing is an accurate and conpl ete
transcript of same to the best of ny

know edge and belief.

February 20, 2009
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