At A Public Meeting

Of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held

At 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 P.M.

On the 4th day of February 2008

Roll Call:

Wayne C. Booth, Supervisor




George A. Woolsey, Councilman




Derek N. Benedict, Councilman




Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Councilman




Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilman

Also Present:

Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town




James W. Osborne, Town Engineer




Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk




Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk

Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mr. James McKelvey, from the Town of Newburgh led the pledge to the Flag.

2. MOMENT OF SILENCE

3.
ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA

Item # 7 was removed from the agenda.

4.         PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS

           There were no public comments.

5. PUBLIC HEARING: (7:00 p.m.) Local Law Increasing Levels for Property
Tax Exemptions for Persons Over 65 and for Persons with Disabilities

Supervisor Booth asked Town Clerk Zarutskie if all the proper notifications and posting had been done for this Public Hearing. Mr. Zarutskie said notice of this Public Hearing has been posted in the lobby of Town Hall since January 22, 2008, advertised in the Sentinel on January 22, 2008 and the Mid Hudson Times on January 23, 2008. This meets all the legal requirements.
MOTION was made at 7:06 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to open the Public Hearing for this Local Law which amends sections 166-5 and 166-19 of chapter 166 entitled “Taxation” of the Code of the Town of Newburgh: exemptions for persons 65 years and older and for persons with disabilities. The motion was seconded by Councilman Benedict.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.
Mark Taylor, Attorney for the Town, said this proposed local law will increase the base annual income level for a 50% assessed valuation exemption for persons 65 years and over and persons with disabilities by $1,000.00 from $26,000.00 to $27,000.00. The income level exemptions on the sliding scale are also increased by $1,000.00 increments, so that the maximum income to qualify for a 5% exemption will be $35,399.99. The increases will apply to the March 1, 2008 taxable status date and accordingly be effective for the 2009 town taxes. This exemption only applies to town level taxes.

Supervisor Booth asked the Board members if they had any questions. There were no questions. He then asked if the Public had any questions. 
Allan Gaul, reporter for the Mid Hudson Times, asked on what year is the income based.
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Mr. Taylor said he believes it is based on the previous year’s income. Michael Fogarty, IAO, Assessor for the Town, would know.
MOTION was made at 7:10 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to close this Public Hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Benedict.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

MOTION was made by Councilman Woolsey to approve the Resolution of Local Law # 1 2008, amending sections 166-5 and 166-19 of chapter 166 entitled “Taxations” of the code of the Town of Newburgh: exemptions for persons 65 years and older and for persons with disabilities. The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent. 
6.
PUBLIC HEARING:  (7:15 p.m.) Woodlawn Heights
By law this Public Hearing can not be held until 7:15 p.m. The Board moved on to number 8 on the agenda.
7.
PARKS AND RECREATION; Purchase of Copier

This item was removed from the agenda.
8. BUILDING AND GROUNDS: 2007 Budget Transfers

MOTION was made by Councilman Piaquadio to approve the budget transfer dated January 29, 2008, submitted by Les Cornell, Director of Building &       Grounds for utility bills and light fixtures that were incurred in the year 2007 and are in the 2007 budget:
FROM ACCOUNT #


TO ACCOUNT #

AMOUNT

1625-0474 



1622-0481 
 

$3,300.00

(Buildings & Grounds Police

(Buildings & Grounds Public 
Headquarters repairs to non-vehicle    Service Building Utilities)




Equipment)

1626-0100



1623-0481 
 

  3,023.00

(Buildings & Grounds


(Buildings & Grounds

Central Salaries)


Fleet & Highway Utilities)

1623-0100 



1623-0481


  1,774.00

(Buildings & Grounds


(Buildings & Grounds

Fleet Highway Salaries)

Fleet Highway Utilities)
1625-0497



1621-0481 


    624.00

(Buildings & Grounds Police

(Buildings & Grounds Old

Headquarters Maintenance

Town Hall Utilities)

Lease & Contracts)
1621-0497



1621-0481


    250.00

(Buildings & Grounds Old Town
(Buildings & Grounds Old Town

Hall Maintenance Lease 

Hall Utilities)
& Contracts)
1625-0474



1621-0481


      31.00

(Buildings & Grounds Police

(Buildings & Grounds Old

Headquarters Repairs to Non- 

Town Hall Utilities)

Vehicles Equipment)
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1625-0474



1625-0481


      32.00

(Buildings & Grounds Police

(Buildings & Grounds Police
Headquarters Repair Non-

Headquarters Utilities)

Vehicle Equipment)



1625-0474



1622-0474


 1,700.00

(Buildings & Grounds Police

(Buildings & Grounds Public

Headquarters Repair Non-

Service Building Repair

Vehicle Equipment)


Non-Vehicle Equipment)
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Greene.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent. 

9. FLEET MAINTENANCE: 2007 Budget Transfers

MOTION was made by Councilman Benedict to approve the budget transfer dated January 31, 2008, submitted by James LaColla, Head Mechanic-Fleet Maintenance as follows:

FROM ACCOUNT #


TO ACCOUNT #

AMOUNT

1640.452 Contract Repairs

1640.453 Tires

$3,000.00

1640.452



1640.499 Other Expenses
     500.00

1640.452



1640.481 Utilities

     500.00

These transfers are in the 2007 budget. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Piaquadio.
VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.



Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

It is now 7:15 p.m. and the Board can now conduct the Public Hearing that was scheduled for 7:15 p.m. on Woodlawn Heights. This is item number 6 on the agenda.
6.
PUBLIC HEARING:  (7:15 p.m.) Woodlawn Heights

Supervisor Booth asked Town Clerk Zarutskie if all the proper notifications and posting had been done for this Public Hearing. Mr. Zarutskie said notice of this Public Hearing has been posted in the lobby of Town Hall since January 22, 2008, advertised in the Sentinel on January 22, 2008 and the Mid Hudson Times on January 23, 2008. This meets all the legal requirements.

MOTION was made at 7:16 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to open the Public Hearing for the Woodlawn Heights Drainage District of the Town of Newburgh, Orange County, New York pursuant to article 12 of the Town Law. The motion was seconded by Councilman Benedict.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent. 

Supervisor Booth introduced Daniel Sullivan, who is an attorney with Tarshis, Catania, Liberth, Mahon & Milligram, PLLC, and is representing the petitioner.

He said the petition is for the Woodlawn Heights subdivision drainage district. There are easements that have been entered into the petition and the costs have been estimated. The insurance cost is about $229,000.00 and the estimate per homeowner is about $$376.00 per year. Mr. Taylor has advised Mr. Sullivan that the acknowledgement of this petition is valid but the Town may want a new acknowledgement stating the changes. 
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The parcel is an 8.07 acre wooded tract of land located in the Town of Newburgh and lies between Woodlawn Avenue and Willella Place. The project involves a 17 lot residential subdivision consisting of four-bedroom single-family homes. The parcels are all located within the Town of Newburgh Consolidated Water District and the Crossroads Sewer District. Town water and sewer services will be provided to the lots by construction of new sewer and water lines. All of the detention of water for this project will be underground. Approximately 570 feet of an existing private road, known as Wenmar Drive is located on the site. A 1230 foot extension to Wenmar Drive will be constructed as part of this subdivision. Wenmar Drive will become a town road extending from Woodlawn Avenue through the subdivision to Willella Place. 

Mr. Taylor said the Resolution that the Board will consider tonight will be omitting some conditions that are normally included, which are the fencing and  landscaping of detention basins because the basins are not needed for this project.

Supervisor Booth asked James Osborne, Town Engineer, if he and Darrell Benedict, Highway Superintendent, reviewed this project.

Mr. Osborne said they have and they recommend the acceptance of this system to the Town Board.

Supervisor Booth asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board members. There were none.

Supervisor Booth then asked if there were any questions from the audience. There were none. 

Supervisor Booth said he has seen this type of drainage system on some commercial properties and they seem to work well. He said that Mr. Osborne and Mr. Benedict have addressed the maintenance of the project. 

Mr. Taylor addressed Mr. Sullivan and said one of the conditions listed in the draft resolution was that the initial contracts and deeds include a provision notifying lot owners that their  lots are within the drainage district and will be subjected to an annual assessment  at their cost. 

MOTION was made at 7:25 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to close this Public Hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Woolsey.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent. 

MOTION was made by Councilwoman Greene to approve the Resolution making certain determinations in relation to and approving the establishment of the Woodlawn Heights Drainage District of the Town of Newburgh, Orange County, New York pursuant to article 12 of the Town Law. The motion was seconded by Councilman Benedict. 

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.


Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent. 
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10. ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS

Councilwoman Greene said she was privileged to go to the Ambulance Corps. Dinner where they celebrated their 40th anniversary.

Town Clerk Zarutskie said that tomorrow is Primary Day in the State of New York. He urged everyone to vote.
Town Clerk Zarutskie said his office will be open March 1st from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and Legislator Tony Marino will also be there to answer any questions from the public.

11. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Supervisor Booth asked the audience if they had any comments. There were no public comments.
MOTION was made at 7:29 p.m. by Councilwoman Greene to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman Benedict.

VOTE:  Councilman Woolsey – yes; Councilman Benedict – yes; Councilman 

Piaquadio – yes; Councilwoman Greene – yes; Supervisor Booth – yes.



Motion passed 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

Meeting adjourned at 7:29 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

.

_____________________________     by     ________________________________

Andrew J. Zarutskie, Town Clerk             
 Deborah A. Smith, Deputy Town Clerk

